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A press release and social media posts were used to spread the word about the ceremony.  Additionally, the ASU homepage featured a follow-up 
story:  http://www.angelo.edu/content/news/12948-asu-celebrates-veterans-day-with-special-events/Templates/news-feature.php. 

This was a successful event and meaningful for all in attendance.   Representatives from the EC-47 History Site Commemorative 
Partner Committee presented lapel pins to nine Vietnam era veterans at two locations. Seven veterans were pinned at a ceremony 
hosted by the Angelo State University Veterans Educational and Transitional Services (VETS) Center in the Houston Harte 
University Center.  The program included opening remarks by Susan Williams, Director of Affiliated Military and  Veteran Services, 
followed by a brief history of Veterans Day presented by Marine veteran and ASU Veteran's Specialist, Phillip Nichelson.  Nichelson 
introduced two tour Vietnam veteran,  CMSgt Ed Bendinelli (USAF, Ret.) who made remarks about the 50th Commemoration and 
the importance of recognizing the service and sacrifice of those who served and are currently serving.  Immediately following, 
members of the committee representing the ASU Department of History, the West Texas Collection and the Heritage Chapter-
Freedom Through Vigilance Association came forward to present each Vietnam Era veteran in attendance a lapel pin, proclamation 
and Certificate of Honor.  An ASU staff photographer was available to take portraits of veterans in attendance.  Later that afternoon, 
representatives provided a small ceremony at a local dialysis center for two veterans unable to attend for health reasons.  
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Brittany Wollman pins Vietnam Veteran Wendell Blalack on Veterans Day, 2016

Vietnam Veterans were recognized in a Veterans Day ceremony at Angelo State University on Nov. 11, 2016.  
L to R:  Ron Flatt,  James Duffy, Jack Plott, Bobby Cortez,  David Robles, Wendell Blalack and Steven King.




