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This event was hosted by the All Veterans Council of Tom Green County, an active member of the EC-47 History Site CPP committee. Other
committee organizations supporting: Heritage Chapter - FTVA, Angelo State University, and the San Angelo Chamber of Commerce.
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The San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts was the setting for another successful pinning ceremony. The ceremony was hosted by Laura Serrano,
Chairwoman of the All Veterans Council of Tom Green County. The All Veterans Council Honor Guard presented the colors to begin the
ceremony. Opening and closing remarks were made by JJ Graham, Commemorative Partner Program (CPP) committee member representing
the Heritage Chapter - FTVA. Additional remarks were provided by Laura Serrano, also a CPP committee member, representing the Texas
Veterans Commission, and by Jennifer Thorpe, a community business leader who sponsors Oaks of Life Retreat, a weekend of healing,
relaxation, and sisterhood for the widows of deceased service members. Support to the ceremony was provided by Shannon Sturm, a CPP
committee member representing Angelo State University, as well as five military students from Goodfellow Air Force Base — three from the
Marine Corps and two from the Air Force. The weather had a significant effect on this ceremony as wintry conditions prevented approximately
60 people from making the trip to San Angelo from Austin, Texas. Additionally, the shipment of the lapel pins did not arrive in time for the
ceremony. Luckily, our CCP committee members at Angelo State University were able to provide enough lapel pins for the ceremony. In the
end, five veterans, accompanied by family members and friends, were presented commemorative lapel pins by three honorary presenters: Dr.
Carol Ann Bonds, Chairwoman of the City of San Angelo Military Affairs Committee; Laura Serrano, and Jennifer Thorpe. All recipients were
extremely proud and grateful, and those in attendance showed their appreciation for the veterans’ service with a rousing round of applause.
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