
 

 

 

362nd Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron 

Quarterly history For 

 

 

October - December 
 

1968 
 



,362D TACTICAL W~CTRuNIC 1'1ARFARE SQUADRON

_r~ ~_....- __ ~.

-~~.........r~_ ....~~ _

OF

-"r .• ~-.,. •. I ~_ •.•

. ,

1 October - 31 Deceaber 1968

ASSIG1~ED

TO

460TH TACTIl;AI, HE~OI~'JAI:';5.ni~CE ll£JG

SJWE:~TH Am FORCE

AT

~..:...,.: ', AIJ~ BASE, RVN

-
-~ - -_. -- - - ~ ----~ .... _---

COpy ~JO__l __OF 5

362 OPS 69-0028

GYS

ec47.com



~ .. ..-....- -

- ,~ .... ~~. __.. ~._~P-- .... ~ __

T..UlLE OF CONTElfi'S

CHAPTERS

List of Illustrations. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .iii

Foreword. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • iv

Chronology. • • •••• • • • G • • • • • •• • • • • • v

CHAPTER I - MISSION, ORGANIZATION, AND AD~fINISTRATIOIf ••1
Mission • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1
Organization. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1
Administration. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2

• 2
2

• • 3.,
CHAPTER II - PERSONNEL. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

~tr~Ertl1. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Training••••••••••••••••

CHAPTER III - OPERATIONS AND TRAINING ••••••••• 4
C - Rating••••••••••••••••• 4
Weapon System Inventory • • • • • • • • • • 4
Crew Resouroes and Capability ••••••• 4
Mission Oriented Activities • • • • • • • • 5
Special Missions. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 5
Flying Hours. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6
Training Effectiveness. • • • • • • • • • • 6
Flying Safety • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6

CHAPTER IV - SPECIAL ACTIVITIES • • • • • • • • • • • • 7
Civic Actions • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7
Sports and Facilities • • • • • • • • • • • 7

CHAPTER V - FACILITIES. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9

CHAPTER VI - MAINTENANCE AND SUPPU •
Maintenance • • • • • • •
Supply. • • • • • • • • •

• • • •
• • • •
• • • •

• • • • .10
• ••••11
• ••••ll

SUllIDlB.ry' • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .12
Footnotes • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .13
Roster of Key Personnel • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .14
List of Subordinate Sections. • • • • • • • • • • • • .15
Gloss~. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .16
List of Supporting Documents. • • • • • • • • • • • • .17

r-"
i1

ec47.com



;.\ - .
. __.;..;..;~-=.r-::-.~--:"

LIST OF ILI1JS'liiATIONS

PAGE DISCRIPTION

JA. • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Sgt lvestfall extends for
his third tour while on a
combat mission

6A. • • • 0 o • • • o • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • Aircraft accident

7A • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • .0. .Bunker construction

7B • • • • • • • • • • o •• • • • • • • • • • .Civic Actions Team at Work

DO~rENT 8••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••• Squadron Co~uander

••

iii

ec47.com



.: - .'.;'~~~"

;

- ~.~ ...... -~.--:_.::~_.

FOfill",.;CRD

1. During this quarter the orga..rli.zation structure of the 362d
Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron has stabilized considerab~.

Only one high level staff change occuredo

20 The squadron experienced a higher turnover rate in aircraft
primarily due to the replacement of M and P model aircraft by the
EC-47Q.

30 The characteristic d~ season accompanying the southwest mon­
soon has done a\~ay with SO;l1e of our previous mositure problems in
the maintenance section. The high crosswinds which are also an ear­
mark of this season caused operations some concem. On several
occasions, aircraft had to be diverted to alternate fields due to
the winds being out of lirdits.

40 Although the base has been plagued by m..;nthly rocket attacks
that. have been quite regular throughout the year. The 362d suffered
only minor dW,laee to equiplLent a!ld no major casualties.

5. The improvement of facilities at Pleiku conti!lues at a rapid
rate, and has a beneficial effect on morale within the squadron.

6. Aircraft of the 362d received no cOD.bat damage while airborne
this quar·ter •
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CHRONULOGY
362nd Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron

1 Oct - 31 Dec 68

5 Oct

15 Oct

Class

(ll)

Significant Event

The working areas of the 362d are changed
entirely. Areas of absolute and effective
coverage replace the old areas in a program
instituted throughout the wing.

Lt Colonel Workinger replaces Lt Colonel Vik
as Chief of Stand/Eval. Lt Colonel Vik is re­
assigned to the CONUS.

26 Oct (ll)

31 Oct, (u)

1 Nov (ll)

7 Nov (ll)

~ (u)- . 2l Nov

2l Nov -
25 Nov (u)

28 Nov (ll)

1 Dec (u)

16 Dec (u)

17 Dec (C)

19 Dec (u)

Aircraft Number 43-49570 arrives on base br~g
the nu;ilber of IIQII modified aircraft to two.

Squadron passes 50,000 accident free flying hours.

Lt Colonel Crane replaces Lt Colonel Yurcina as
Squadron Operations Officer

Colonel Westberg visits the 362nd and is honored with
a party at the Officers Club.

Aircl·aft l'IUllcer 45-1133, our fourth Q Llodified air­
craft, arrives on base.

Pleiku Air Base receives 14 rounds of 122 i·l~

rocket fire. rrwo buildings on base are destroyed
a.Tld 8 personnel suffer minor shra_~nel wounds.
None of these casualties are froLl the 362nd.

Lt Colonel A..'llorecht is prO!1loted to full Colonel.

rfhe new Pleiku Air Base Officer's club is open
for business.

Lt Col Stephen Crane is promoted to full Colonel.

Aircraft NQj~er 42-93704 arrives on base.

Colonel Crane assigned to 1·~r.iwV-J3-l0, Tan Son l';hut
;l.ir Base, RVN.

Lt Colonel viitzel assu.'Ues the duties of squadron
Operations Ofi"icer o

" .,.
v
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Date Class

22 Dec (D)

23 Dec ~

Significant Event

Aircraft #43-48959 arrives on base bring the
total number of 1IQu modified aircraft to 6.

Pleiku Ail' Base receives 25 - 30 rounds of 122
~~1 rocket fire. Three EC-47 aircraft damaged,
one truck damaged, 1 building destroyed (Hobby
Shop), and 1 \-[[A.

31 Dec

. ,

(D) Aircraft #43-48702 sustains major airframe
dB.lllage in an accident during takeoff•

vi
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. A. Vdssion.

(l) fI1//IJhe missionlof the 362d 'l'b1-J Sq is visual· anei electronic
re~onnaissance of ene~ forces. This is accomplished through the use
of three distinct types of aircr&ft. The first type is a C-47 equipped
with AN/AL34 ARDF consoles. These aircraft are used to locate eneIa\Y
transmitters and in sor-le cases interpret enemy transmission. As of
31 Decenber, the s~uadron possesses 11 of these aircraft. The second
type aircraft is equipped with high frequency receivers and is used
to copy voice transmissions. The squadron ;i1Bintains four of these
aircraft 0 They are distL'1guishable through their additi'jnal console.
The third aircre-.ift c..)nfiguratiun is the IIQII J:lodified aircraft which
is equipped l\rith R-2000 eng~lles and the ArIt/35 console. The ALR/35
is a sophisticated and computerized ~iece of equipment wr~ch enabl~s

a more rapid aCCUl;lulation of more e:.-.act fixes. Currently the squadron
mail.4tains 7 of these aircraft which aloe used primarily in the northern­
!fLost arreas of I Corps ~.nd Laos o I lhey are deployed in these areas be­
cause their superior performffi1ce is needed in areas of high terrain.

. (2) ~n 5 October ~h~ i'rag ;JOints of the 362<1 changed ~n­
s~dei"aoly. In a program ~J1J.t~ated throughout the three T".l:!,,"V] Squaarons,
14 areas of operation were discarded in favor of four generc:.l areas of
uE;rfective Coverage ll • These four areas were in turn supplanted \nth an
indef'inate number of IIAbsolute Coverage" i'I'&g points. These absolute
areas va~ in size and change with the movement of enemy troop concent­
ratiJns. The pur)ose 01 this cha:l~e was tu insure that fevier aircraft
would spend their time in areas '\olhere there were feli useful targets.
Under the new system, :.lore aircraft spend more target time effectively.
This quarter the results are quite evident. Less aircratt have returned
fr~a their t~r0et area without a ~ra~h, fix, and more fixes have been
attained per ;~d.ssiQn. iJ'he' -e has also been an increase in fixes attained
per target hours f1own, which is probably a more ·"alid cOluparison~

(3) tllll'ission effectiveness has also been changed sor::evlhat
by the addition of' the EC-47!.:J aircraft. /l'he :~aintenance difficulties
'\-lhich were ex)ected did in f.:-tct occur. The frequency of delay'ed take­
01'is and relau.'1chcd !.lissions ·~·.as increased somewhat while bAAVO main­
te!1anCe becail1e !:lore f~r.ilihr Hith the equipment o These instances hO\-Iever,
have been f!te;.:.dil;;~ decl:easi!'lE during December 0

:3. ur'::;3nization.
..

(1) 'fhe 36~d '1'-';1';' Sq is C J:'o;Jrised of several sections; Operations,
Ad--inistration, Lai~.ltenanc€, Int.elli&ence, Personal l!:quip:n6nt, and
Stc..n/Eval. The 6'i94tll Security S'.luadron is attached to the 362d and

1
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~1 supplies the radio operators who work the BRAVO equipm.ent with the
Navigator. During this quarter, the squadron sent one TDY Detachment
to Udorn liTAFB, Thailand; The activities of this Detach:nent are
covered further in Chapter In~

(2) ~There have been no major changes in the stucture' of the
squadron during this quarter. The ill·iD has remained unchanged also,
however, a discrepancy exists in that the mill for the squadron is
designed under the assumption that the Squadron posesses 15 aircraft.
The squadron in fact posesses 20 aircraft as of this writing. At
first glance it appears that the squadron is over marmed, which is
not the case.

(3) "" The plans for establishing a Detachment at Hue Phu
Bai have been shelved indefinately due to lack of ofiice a.nd ramp
space at the Hue Airdromep

(4) ~ The 633d Combat Support.Wing at ?leiku conducts tests
of the-basels ability to ar.m for attack on an irregular scheduleo
During October there were two such tests. The 362d found that the
existing organization for dcullage assessment, was adequate. The two
rifle patX:,ols formed of enlisted men primarily from the flaintenance
Section were rapi~ assembled despite the fact that the members came
from Jnany different locations. The only organizational problem in­
volved in the rine patrols is getting all la.embers together for fire­
arm qualification and practice at one time. This problem is hard to
solve due to the secondary importance placed on patrol duty.

c. Administration.

(1) (U) The Administration Section reports that there are no
noteworthy problems or changes in procedures during this quarter.
This SMooth and ordered o}erat~on is attributed to the foundation
of a sound polic:y- at the begining of the quarter o All actions of the
office l-lere strictly routine•

.,
CHAPTl1.R II - P~',)NNEL

Ao Strength.

(1) (D) Under the present U..·.lD dCited 30 Septenioer 1968, the
Squadron is authorized :2.0 flight crews per aircraft assignedo The
U.dD, therefore authorizes 30 crews under the assumption that 1c1e possess
15 aircraf~ The squadron, however, now posesses 20 aircraft and 32
Crel'l1S, including two staff crews authari ..;ed~

2
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(2) (U) The .baintenar'}ce Section was fully l:lanned as of 26
December, but forecast a critical deficiency in 431XX personnel
as of 10 Janua~. Efforts are being m~de to secure men from the
633rd ~SG (l\faintenance) during this period42

(3) '~ (U) During the month of November the squadron experlenced
a severe deficiency in Flight Engineers. Ttds problem was solved
with the assignm~:nt of' 7 personnel on 45 day TDY orders from the
CONUS. During this tirile the operations officer was forced to assign
pilots as Flight Engineers to prevent the loss of missions. The
officers u~ed for this duty were Lieutenant pilots who had not yet
been upgraded to aircraft ca.:-.ruander o These Lieutenants also t"lerfonaed
the duty.of~driving the crew bus lolhen no enlisted }ersonnel were
available.

(4) (U) The Squadron is presently preparing itself for a forcast
shortage of~'!pilo"LS during the l:lonth of' 14arch. This problem is t:::Xpected
to be sorved primarily through co.reful scheduling and irldividual pilot
effort." No need for additi':>.lal pilots from another unit is expected.

(5) (U) Lt Col Tho!1as Yurcina was re~)laced as O.,.;e.'ations Oflicer
by Lt Gol Robert Bo \dtze1 on 19 December 1968.

13. TrCiining.

(1) (U) In OJT Training this quarterJ seven students I'ect.:ived a
total of 336 student h~ur training in preparation for S1\T ciuri..'1g the
JanuClr".r 1969 SKT cycle. No personn(;ll were eligible for SKT testir~

during the m0nth of Dec€;Jlber. Consequently, llo~e were tGstedo

(2) (U ) Five eiJe Volwne r ..eviClrl exams \':cre ad1i1inistered al'ld
three course exams were aCl;or.lplished.

(3) (U) In Ii.ed u::Jtion II training nine newly assigned .:Jbrsonnel
received a total of 18 huurs of initia.l classro~m hed O)tion 1I ~,rai!ling.

The same nine personnel received nine hours of initial 1-.-16 trQ.ining on
the firing line.

(4) (U) In the field of technical training, 2.3 newly as~i~ned

personnel recei.ved 46 h:.;urs of neros.r>a.ce gr...>und equi~..ent famili':.:.riz­
atiol1 and qualificf.:.tion tr-uinlng 0 Five nevl ~Jersonnel reCQi'TCd ten
huurs of classroom i.nst.ruction and tt:sting on G-47 a:hrcrc.:.i't ji:!c .ing,
tal-ring, r~.fueling, ~nd deflleline ;Jrocedures. Thre;e :)ersJnnel r::-:c<::.Lved
instruction and £Jassed uoth written and. proi'lc....e:lcy vrCiin':'r.lg e.. ;;;';E~; In
G-47 aircraft engine rilll upo
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(5) (D) Fifty t\'lO persmmel completed alLV}ual HSBT (l"i&intenance
Standardization Evaluation Testing) in both the written and proficien~
phases. This technically qualifies all of these personnel for one
year.

(6) (U) Forty two personnel received armual security testing.
All partici~ants qualified.

CHAPTt-1t III - OPKii.il'l'IJ1'J AND I.rRAIi~ING

A. C-rating

(1) (li) The squadron retained its 0-1 rating for the entire
quarter.

Bo Weapon System Inventory.

(1) (U) Currently and throughout the quarter" the 362d was
authov~ed 15 aircraft o As of the end of the quarter, we posessed
17 of' 20 Ee-47's assigned. The three remaining aircraft ·were in
IR.AI~. One aircraft was grounded due to structural damage

i
a.T'ld a.t

this writing it is uncertain whether it will be salvaged.

(2) ~f the 20 aircraft assigned to the unit, 7 are EC-47Qls ,
7 are EC-5's· and 6 are EC-47N 1so The two C-47's that the squadron
used for the Sentinal Sara mission have been replaced with EC-47Q1s.
Their job has been partially replaced by the aircraft equipped with
Z consoles.2 The nwuber of aircraft has never dropped below the number
required to execute the general Wd.r plan (GWi')

(3) (U) The attrition rate for this quarter waa 25%. Of 20
aircraft assigned, 5 were reassigned to other units. The replacEm~nt

rate was also 25% of aircraft as:~igned. Four of the incoming aircraft
""ere EC-47Q15. 8

C. Crew resources and capability.

(1) (U) As stated above, the squadron maintains 32 combat
ready and availaule crews 0 These crews remained as such for the
entire quarter.

(2) (U) 'file cre\~ upgrading program remained normal throughout the
quarter 0 Jis a squadron policy, the unit tlaintain.s no co-pilots. All
pilots are given a left seQt checkout after the Initial training phase.
Pilots crnnlng direct from UiT, and those with limited prior aircraft
cOla'.lander ti.~e are normally given an aircraft cOnlt!lander checkout after
six months in country and 500 combat hours.

4
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(3) (U) Upon receiving the first EC-47Q on 10 September, the
training section initiated check rides for all pilots, and a training
program for Navigators~ As of 31 December all Pilots and Flight Engineers
were qualified in the FJ:;..47Q, and 20 Navigators had ccmp1eted training
and passed their check ride.4

D. Mission Oriented activities.

(1) (,. During the quarter the squadron flew 983 missions of
1015 scheduled and achieved 5098 fixes.

(2) -. The average number of missions flown per day decr~sed
from 12 last quarter to eleven this q\larter, while the number of fixes
per mission increased from 409 to 5.3? The average mission length was
seven hours. There were no maintenance aborts this quarter that were not
relaunched in another aircraft to make the mission effectiveo There were
32 aborts due to weather this quarter. Leaflets were distributed every
day of the quarter. A total of 5,.351,000 leafiets were dropped in Vietnam
during-October, November and December.

(3) fII!/IJ No aircraft were lost in ca.nbat during this period. No
battle damage was sustained by a 362d aircrafto.

(4) til" Outstanding missions of the quarter are as follows. On
15 October a sweep by an AR~~ unit engaged an en~ force which resulted
in 30 enemy KIA. This sweep was the direct result of a fix obtained on
13 October by the following crew: Royer., HardltlOOd, Hernandez, Fhzer.

(5) _ On 4 November a 362d crew fixed a target 18 KM south
of Quang Tri City. Friendly forces engaged an enemy platoon. Results
were no friendly losses., enemy - 26 KIA. The crew: McNeil, Rickman,
Garacia, Bertoia., Catalano.

(6) __ On 17 November contact was made with the enemy due to a
fi;~ obtained by a 362d crew on 12 November at BT 090559. Results: 305
enemy KIA and 9 detained. The cre\>l: Legendre, Zimmerman, IvlcDevitt,
Vining.

(7) ,.. On 9 December., action by ground troops called into the
area of a~ obtained by the 362d resulted :in 100 enemy KIA. The
crew: Petrofes., Harwood., J •., Necker., Nealeyo 6

E. Special Missions.

(1) • Two special missions \-rere flo'Wn curing the quarter o The
first was flown near the Cambodian border in sUPllort of the Fourth
Infantry Divisionis 1I0peration Dead End ll in the P1ei Tl:"ap Va~ley. The
362d new missions in this area from 15 l~ovember to 6 DeceJIlbero The
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second special Iiussion invvlved sending a detach.lent of one aircl'aft
to Udorn R?hF'B, '.r.hailand on the 18th and 21st of December. TIle Detachment
worked in sup)ort of Laotian Forces" and was i"ragged around a point
some 85 miles Southwest of H3l1oi. At one point, the mission was discon­
tinued due to a visual sighting of an enemy l..IIG" but was contin:.ted 1at€'r.7
Seven missions were effective (54 fixes attained). Further coverage of
the results attained on these special missions will be included in the
next quarterly history.

F• Fly~ng !lours.

(1) (U) The 362d fle'i 7178 hours in a three nl,,)nth f>~riod, while
B740 '..lere prO(;Fd.!llacd.9 On a DeCt-:Jilber Opera tions directed all aircraft
co:n:nanders to log no less than 7+00 hours on every normal mission in
a new effort to diminish the difference between hours fr~gged and flown.

Go Training Effectiveness and Standardization.

(1), (U) The Training Section accomplished 14 tactical proficiency
checks during tne lluarter. Jefore each of these checks" the pilots were
given a General in country training and ar2a familiarization course. In
adoition to this initial trainL~g course, 22 No Notice check rides were
given to pilots and 10 to navl£~tors. TWelve pilots were upgraded to
aircraft, cOlJL~ander during the quarter. Throughout this entire period
the rules of engageaent teso~lng proL;ra,on .:as strictly adhered to. 10

(2) (U) The squadron '\-:ill oe visted by a ~ling Standardization
Tea.ll from 2 to 5 Jan 1969. 'l'he squadron is presently preparing for
their eVG.lilation o

(3) (ll) t~c~ular tr~nsitlofl flights are perfor••led sevel'al times
.oer 'deek ~o insure standardization and proficiency.

(1) (U) Safety displCLys have b~en improved and expanded since
the 362d ",as l"i:ted best throughout 7th Air Force.,

(2) (U) In th0 r~onth of' DeCetlbcr the now famous 362d TE"v-l Sq
Safety r'rogram oI'ew cO~J!:nencio.ole command interest upon being the only
squa.d.ron in ;JAC~~F and the nU'lliJered hir Forces to ue i.ndividually
recognized o~.. the InSl'Gctol' General, U~A}t'.

(3) l'Le 362d prficticf.; ....,f painting the corners of revetraents with
day-glo nuS now been adOiJted by the entire ba5e.ll

6
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(4) (U) Unfortunately, the outstanding 362d TEi-] Sq Safety
Record ca'lle to an end aft,.:r over 54,000 accident free flying hours.

(5) (U) On 31 DecEmtber 1968" at 1435 hours, Aircraft 43-
49702, ran orf the runway at Pleiku approximately 1500 feet from.
the approach end of the runway 0 The accident occured duriIig take-
off roll, and is primarily attributed to a leaking fire extinguisher
which temporarily incapacitated the pilot. The aircraft was crew-ed by
the following 362d personnel: Capt J. Bator" Aircraft Com;nander~

Lt J. Dobos" Pilot; }rlajor Brooks, Navigator; and TSgt 'G. Frenton"
Flight Engineer.

(6) (U) The aircraft left the runway at approximat.ely a 70%
angle~ travelled across the infield, across the parallel taxiway~

through a barbed wire fence, impacted a jeep on crossing the perimeter
road, and came to a stop in a drainage ditch facing 150 degree from its
orginal heading. No crew members were injured.

(7) (U) Due to the recent occurance of this accident, the finqings
of the ,Investigation Board are incomplete at this \iriting. Further
coverage of the accident will follow in the next liuarterly history when
the board is finalized and all reports completed.

CHAPTER VI - SPE~li~ ACTIVITIES

A. Civic Actions.

(1) (U) The squadron Civic Actions Program is presently headed
by Captain Robert Olson. Considerable head way has been made with
respect to the squadron I s relations with ?leiku Row l·fontagnyard Village.
Since October, volunteers from the 362d hava painted much of the exterior
of the schoolhouse, and completely redo~e the interior.

(2) (U) On 24 December, the squadron gave a christmas party
for the children of the village, using pri..'llarily candy and inexpensive
toys sent from. home for gifts o

B. Sports and Recreation.

(I) (U) The 362d basket ball team ,,,ound up the s~ason in sixth
place out of 14 teams on base.

(2) (ll) There are presently three volleyball teams in the squadron;
t,-ro cOJ.tprised of enlisted .aen, and one of officers o They will be par­
tic})ating in basewide co.:lpctition begining in January.

7
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(3) (U) Lt Hildreth" Squadron Athletics Officer, has initiated
a JlRml For Your Life ll program, urging squadron members to run a mile
a day • Surprisingly" there are more than a dozen participants.

(4) (U) Ground accidents due to athletics decreased from 3 last
quarter to none during this quarter•

..

8
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A. (U) The run\'lay and parallel taJdway systan at Pleiku is considered
adequate. Due to the large amount of trC:1nsport traffic that lands at
Pleiku" the ALeE area near the 362d .Parking Area can beco:1.e congested
at times" but fortwlately this situation occurs most often during the
mid-afternoon hours when 362d aircraft are returning rather than depart­
ing for miSSidnS e

B. (D) One half of the 362d ?ar.~ing apron still remains PSP. All
air<.:raft parked in tl:is area are taxied to the ALCE area for the pre­
n::'ght runup to prevent possibly sliding the air\;raft on the smooth
metal surface. \'lhether the apron \-till eventually be paved is uncertain
at this ti.Lle" since plans are inde1'inate for possibly moving the 0-2
aircraft of the 21 TASS to the 'vest end of our parking area o

Co (U) The t\olO hangers destroy by rocket fire in August have been
restored and are ill operation.

, ,
D. (U) The Hobby Shop facility was destroyed completely by Rocket
fire on 23 December. Reconstruction is hampered oy lack of supplies9'

E. (U) 'l"he New Pleiku Air Base Officer I s Club opened for business on
28 November. Ha!n~ur£ers" .among other sta.teside luxuries, are now avail­
aule to t he ~Jilots and l~avigators of the 362d. On 'ouns, evane

F'. (U) The ItL·J{ area nOltl has adet:uate shelter for persormel in the
event of Rocket and l,iortar attucl~o Lt Tony Raineri received special
COj~r:.lendativn and 'eras nawed Junior Officer of the quarter for his efforts
as Squadron Disaster Pre~Ja.redness Officer.

G. (U) The neli b:.fu:er \,ti.ll aC~01'10uat..e 100 llien., and is contained
entirely lLl'ldcr grcund. Lt P141neri ac\,;o.I(:;>lished this I.>r'Jject on a
Self-Help basis, usi.(~ spare ltU:l~.ler and hiring a heavy equipment
operator to "ilOrk in his spa_'e til.le. Volunteers from the officer
corps ';lere the priuary source of labor for the project.

H0 (u) Housi-tg re~·iai.'l')S adequate" and :aost 362d Officers Lllprove
on their quarters l~':dividually0 Shru;':'b ...ry and Banana Trees help
the ap.:)erance of the housing areas. Enlisted personnel live .in 3"uan<iurd
o)en ba~r l>F.'r::"C:!.cks" and Lieut.enants normall:y sha:.:"c a room, vmereas
Captaiw:i allcl a~/ove have se)al'ute quarters •

.i.. (,U) Oi'i"i.cers still eat In the .llolrl,lan Field i1ation £.iess, as 'lJnere is
no OiTlcerls F'ield l"t.at':'on l·:ess c.vaic..liJle. The i'ood is of good quality"
Hell varied, and \-1ell preparedo The dining hall itself is clean and

--9
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pleasant at all times. NCO's eat ma~ at the NCO Club•

.,
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A 0 Haintena.nce

(1) (U) The Maintenance Section once again accomplished its goal
of providing sufficient aircraft required for all sorties scheduled.

(2) (ll) The Phase Docks have completed 23 one hundred hour phase
inspections 0

(3) (ll) One revetuent on the "nll Flight line has been completely
en~losed by a corrugated aluminum roof. Two more such modifications
are expected before the end of next month. This improvement should it­
self in the figures for next quarter, as the improved working conditions
will prove most useful during the monsoon seasono

(4) (U) The expected shortage of TSgt and SSgt Ranks is threatening
to pose a problem in the near future 0 This problem is discussed above in
Chapter 'T\olo 0

(5) (n) The arrival of the winter dry season has done c..\iay with
some of the ignitlon and electrical probla'ls that were common during
the monsoon, dust problems, however, have partially supplanted these.

B. Supply.

(I) (U) The greatest bottleneck to the Conlbat Cougar Mission here
at Pleiku is the difficulty we encountc;r in receiving supplies for our
Q model aircraft. Sone canr~oaliz~tion hQs taken place, but this practice
carmot begin to surmount the supply shortage problem. At this writing,
\ie possess two EC-47Q aircraft that al·e not completely equipped with
Bfu\.VO equipment. Airel·aft 029 has been canniuaized for over one month,
and cannot be properly used for the AI~DF l-iission. It is often used .tor
shuttle and transition flights, however o

-_..
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1. ~The Squadron1s improved percentages in: fixes obtained per
targ~o~ nown can probably be attributed at least partially to
the advent of the EC-47Q aircraft in the squadron.

2. (U) Much work has been done by all concerned to achieve the
rapid upgrading and thorough lmowledge of the systems of our new
weapons system.

3. (U) Excellent coordination with Gel - RAPCON facilities has
been shown by .362d Pilots who request GCA approaches in VFR weather
to help keep the controllers current during the clear weather of the
Southwest Monsoon.

4. (U) Morale remains high primarily due to the excellent facilities
at Pleiku, as the Base braces itself for the forcast Tat offensive•. ,
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ROSTER OF KEY PERSONlm

Colonel J. F. Ambrecht. • • • • • • • • • • • •• • .COlllil.&lder
Lt Colonel R. B. ~tze1•••••••••••••••Operations Officer
Lt Colonel D. Eo \illson. • • • • • • • • • • • • • Administzoation Officer
Lt Colonel A. L. Bigelow•••••••••••• 0 0 EKecutive Officer
Lt Colonel \-l. C. Workinger. 0 ••• 0 ••••••• Chief Stan/Eval
Lt Colonel A. R. Bertoia. • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • Squadron Navigator
MSgt Bo Do Morris ••••••••••••••••• First Serge~t

. ,

ec47.com



·~ .

LIST OF SUBORDmATE SECTIOl~S

362d TEW Sq - Pleiku AB

Operations
liaintenance
Intelligence
Standardization and Evaluation
Training
Personal Equipment

. ,
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ARDF

BRAVO

FIX

LOP
.,

E·lK

RED OPTION II

GLOSSARY

Automatic Radio direction finding
equipment used to home on and locate
the position of enemy transmitters.

Pertains to atlf of the ARDF e~uip­

ment (Consoles) used in the combat
cougar mission with the exception
of the Doppler system.

Actual location of an enemy trans­
mitter within a small enought radius
to warrant an air strike.

Line of Position

The Officer's Quarters complex at
Pleiku Air Base.

The disaster plan to be used in the
event the base comes under ground
attack.
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A TYI'ICAL kISSION
By James C. Harwood,., 1st Lt, USAF

A normal mission of the 362d beir:.gs SOlite ti~le bet\ieen 0500
and 1400 hours with a crew pickup in the BHK area. Ten minutes
later the crew is outfitted in their survival vests and harnesses.
Next, they attend a briefing by the Assistant Operations Officer
on current operations policies, cafety of flight itens, artiller,y
fans in the local area which :.dght affect the departure, and current
Air Base and area weather. A briefing on AAA threats enroute to the
target, ground activity, and alternate fields follows o This last
briefing is given by the intelligence ofiicero He also covers non­
overfly areas, and any di:cectives sent down ~ HACV or Seventh Air
Force.

The Navigator briefs the route the creli ldJ.l take to the taJ....get
area, and also how he expects to conduct various equip:J.ent checks.
He also 'oriefs l-lhere suspected targets are probably located and what
priority targets are in the area.

The Pilot then briefs the altitude, assures that the technical
order and mnergency procedures are understood in certain critical
areas, and assures crew coordination by standardizing the procedures
he perfers to use during target acquisition.

After this final briefing, the crew is taken out to the aircraft
in a crew bus. They perform a normal preflight, takeoff and departure,
and begin to check out the equipment in the back end. Several Doppler
checks and resets are perfonned in route to the area to insure that any
target can be fixed with the highest degree of accuracy_ These doppler
sets re:.:uire crew coordination of the utmost compatability.

Once established in the target area, the crew begins to plot
lines of posit~on on en~ transmitters, eventually attaining a fix
on their location. Depending on the configuration of the aircraft
(Described in chapter one of this histor), transcripts of the content
of these transmissions are attained by the Radio Opera.tors and are
often dropped off to~ Intellieence at Hue FLu ~i or Da Nango

Throughout the mission the Flight Engineer and pilots cunduct
visual reconnaissance o The Engineer also drops leaflets wlder certain
conditions when the aircraft cormnander deems it necessarJ for diversi~n­

ar:,J purpo =:;es •
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The EC-47 also has tlJe ca.;>ability to fix the location of the
RT-10 Survival Radio in either the voice or beeper phase of opera­
tiono Consequently" the 362d is often involved in search and rescue
o)erations. Some of the more L~portant successes of the s~uadron

in this area are annotated in the history itself.

Fnroute to fleiku, the crew is again occupied with further checks
of AN/Affi-34, ALR-35, and Doppler systems.

A thourough deor.iefing of the form 781 \dth the Haintenance
. Section terminates the missionO'

. ,
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COl·fPARISON OF ~lISSION EFFECTIVEmiS

1 July - 30 September and 1 October - 31 December

MISSION FLOvn~:

TARGET HOURS FLOvIN:

JUt

407

1677

~

388

1551.

~

328

1207

TOTAL

1123

4435

FIXES AT.rAINED: 5098

~ TOTAL

.......~~~

}iISSIONS FIDWN:

TARGET HOURS FLO\'Jrl:. ,
FIXES ATTAINED:

FIXES ?J::R TARGET H~UR:

FIXES PER lvIISSIOrJ:

Q2!... g

349 298

l445 1246

..:..

JUL - SEP

1.15
JUL-SEP
4.9

336

1439

OCT - DEC

983

41.30

5222

I ~...~'
I :,'

!
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REPORT ON P:lll/35 'l".dioINING CL.4.SS
By Robert Palmquist, Lt Col, USAF

On 14 May 1968 Lt Colonel Palmqjist departed Pleiku for Grenier
AF Station, New Hampshire to assist in the testing progr~n and
operational evaluation of a new computer controlled navigation and
recomnais5~ce system (The ALR-35).

Lt Colonel Palmquist Ioemained at Grenier for liO days testing
and assisting ::"n the development of the new system. Six days were
spent at Hickam AFB Briefing PACAF on the operations and planned
imple'1lentation of the ALR-.35 i.nto the combat capability of the 460th
and the 362d 'fE\1 Sq. He arrlved back at Pleiku AB, 14 September
19680

The first EC-47Q (029) arrived in Vietnam on 10 September 1968.
The computer and software for the ALR-35 were not available until

. October 31~ ",hen the first test of the equipment "laS made against a
local ,radio trans:mitter.

On 1 Nov navigator night training and a concurrent testing ll.."ld
checkout progr~'l1 for each aircraft began.

Aircraft 570 and 131 1~ew for first check on 5 November.

7 Nove:nber first ~1i.-35 combat mission flol'm. Equipnent
has problems but can be used effectively used for about 7 hours.

13 November - Hajor Ross Horkal arrived from Tan Son l\1Jlut to
help in the training of the l~avigators. He reJ!lained until 22'~1~ov 68.
He new l.0 training missiuns and one COflbat mission.

A ten hour ground school and a twenty one hour flight training
program instituted as the ALR-35 Navigator training program.

Captain Olson, Capt Larson, Lt Col Bertoria, l\~ajor Belford and
14ajor Sestack given ground and flight training by Lt Col. Palmquist,
they intrun began training Naviga:.ors as soon as they l'lere qualified
By 1 Janua~T there were 19 rJavigators fully qualified and COIrl~at ready
on the AL.Tt-35 sys°.:.em. There were six J!I:,-47Q a.ircraft in-country,
all. were combat ready and flying missions by J;. January 19690 The
ALR-35 is a c~uputerized, electronic navigation and ARDF reconnaissance
S:)Tstem 0 It can fix the positio.1 of a Radio transmit'::'er more accurately
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and much more quickly than the ALR-34. Electronic data processing,
computering, and displaying eleminates 90% of the manua1 tasks that
are pEr fonned 'With the ALR-34. The computer and display system. also
provides navigational data that aid the navigator in keeping the air-
craft on a known course with precision measured in meters rather than miles.

Since the first EC-47Q aircraft combat mission 742 hours of com­
bat time have been flown utilizing the ALR-35 system. 508 enemy
transmitters have been located•

. ,
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f1!"'\," ' STAFF MEETING INFOR1- ION
26 DEC 1968

1. Combat Ready Crews: ~

Pilots in Tng Status: ..1
Navigators in Tng Status: ...!
Flight Engineers in Tng Status: ..Q.

2 0 Personnel:

Pilots
Navigators
Flight Engineers
43l.XX

Auth

62
31
30
77

63
34
28
77

3 0 A~rcrart: 20 Assigned
17 Posessed
3 IRAN (ll02, 9703, 8402)
1 Structural Damage 8702

Transferred:

668
166

27 Dec to 360 TEW Sq
31 Dec to 361 TEW Sq

40 Personnel Forecast:
JAN FEB IviAR

Pilots +2 to -8
Navigators +2 -4 -1
Flight Engineers +0 +0 +0
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FLYi!~G HOUR SU.,lloWlY

!(ISSIONS MISSIONS COMBAT HOURS
IvlONTH FRAGGED yr.uOWl~ FRAGGED FLOWN

OCT 373 349 2726+-30 2396+15
NOV 306 298 2188+30 2067+40
DEC 336 336 2391+00 2357+00
TOTAL: 1015 98,3 7306tOO 6820i-55

PROGRAi·iED
FLYING HOURS

l-iONTH HOURS FLOWN

OCT 2945 24901-50
NOV 2850 2209+50
DEC ., 2945 2479+10
TOTAL: 8740 7178+00

*Data extracted from monthly combat fiying statistics.

Doc 5

ec47.com



~

ATTRITION - REPLACE\lEl'JT RATE
1 Oct - 31 Dec 68

~

26 OCt 68
L Nov 68
1 Nov 68
1 Nov 68

10 Dec 68

AmCRtiFT

43-416254
43-48933
43-48871
43-49865
4.3-49680

ASSIGNED TO

Tan Son Nhut
Na Trang
Tan Son Nhut
Na Trang
Clark AB~ P. I.

Attrition P~te: 25%

~,

~

26 Oct 68
26 Oct 68
2 Nov 68

16 De. 68
22 Dec 68

Replacement:

AIRCRAFT

4.3-49570
4349702
45-1131
43-93704
43-48959

25%

RECEIVED FilOM

Miami
Miami
Miami.
Rhode Island
Rhode Island
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r· TABULATION OF Crl.E"W l-iEr·f3EP..S FLYING TL~1E

PILOT TOTAL ~

Col A.1Jlbrecht 5326 675
Lt Col Berkenpas 3855 905
Lt Col Bigelow 6259 2059
Lt Col Sieczynski 7378 1499
Lt Col Stephenson 4218 918
Lt Col Roberts 3923 195
Lt Col Thompson 4919 814
Lt Col Wilson 5136 3134
Lt Col Witzel 6454 504
Lt Col Workinger 4923 2073
Lt Col Fox 8781 2400
Lt Col ~icNeil 61.41 4300
Lt Col }lcDowell 4097 437
l·lajor Lynn 2796 308
l-1ajor.Petrofes 4194 879
1'lajor Ridgeway 4J,43 808
lwlajor Samples 4868 868
Major Tabor 3836 486
ll1Iajor Yanasheski 5621 712
Capt Burke 545 305
Capt Bator 4110 642-

~ Capt Brown 1905 736t. .

Capt Dakes· 3115 715
,."._.:,.:'l..: Capt t·leador 4200 797

Capt Nixon 1720 681
Capt Royer 3735 1025
Capt Yenzer 1230 560
Capt Z:imraler.Jlan 2256 501
1st Lt Clay 943 713
1st Lt Dobbs 863 661
1st Lt Downey 1051 862
1st Lt Dunn 857 634
1st Lt Fine 772 523
1st Lt Hildreth 916 668
1st Lt Horvath 1178 908
1st Lt Jordan 912 686
1st Lt Kowalcha~ 912 707
1st Lt Kunz 915 700
1st Lt l·icLeroy 1096 854
1st Lt Otterbein 760 526
1st Lt ?ayne 976 726
1st Lt Prosser 938 737
1st Lt RairJeri 866 651
1st Lt Simon 650 434
1st Lt Sl~vin 7C11 469

r
-' .__ . ·c_._·... ...... '
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PILOT TOTAL f:=J{L

1st Lt Brown T. 717 417
1st Lt Bassett 628 325
1st Lt Kcorse 599 335
1st Lt l-lorris 671 407
1st Lt Rivers 759 534
1st Lt Rickman 642 387
1st Lt Harwood, J. 670 381
1st Lt Uilliamson 537 293
1st Lt Calabrese 568 324
1st Lt Harwood, D. 516 286
1st Lt Nakrosis 55.3 .309
1st Lt Hines 473 248
1st Lt OIDell 484 259

NAVIGATORS TOTAL HOURS I.l~. TIl-iE
. ,

Lt Col Bertoia 6833 1220
Lt Col Paloquist 3344 1900
Major Feid 4134
l·Iajor Sestak 4205
Major Heller 4512

~
Major Berthelot 3248
:i4ajor Belford 2776 800
1·1ajor Peary 2935 1000

.,\-:~•. .;.~ Major liells 3042
l-iajor Tolley 2940
i·ia.jor \rlickwar 3688
1'fajor IvlcGreevy 3020
Capt Larson 5614
Caf)t Owens 2254 1500
Capt Olson 2856 1800
Capt Oliveri 1945 1000
Capt Sawtell 4135
Capt Lackey 2516
1st Lt Polk 1042
Lt Col Brown 5010 315
Lt Col }lcNamara 4300 100

_....,... .....
~ ~.~
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1. Colonel Ambrecht \~~S commissioned as a Second Lieutenant uoon
completion of Infantry acs at Fort Benning, Ga. " In August 1943_
He coo:~pleted hi.s primary basic pilot training in September 1944­
and w~s al-rarded the duty code of I.l1structor Fighter Pilot. He
completed Air Tactics School in August 1950.

20 A~ong the service schools the Colonel has attended are GJnsoli­
dated Ha~tenanceKananganent Cour.se, Jet Engble Techrdcal Accident
Inv~sti[.ation Course, and Aircraft Familiarization Course (T-39).

3. Colonel AmDrecht flew 53 cOJubat missions in the F-94 during the
Korean conflict. Nnong his decorations are the Distinguished~
Cross, the Air l·Iedal, and the Air Force Connnendation Medal.

4. Before assUITGng cO.•1J.iand of the 362d Tm-; Sq, Colonel. Ambrecht
served -as Chief of 1o.:.aintenance, 525 Fighter Interceptor Sq, Bitburg
.t'U3J Geruany.
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OCTOBER

Lt Col Studer
Lt C01 Vik
Lt Col Harris, p.
Lt Col Sullivan
Maj Garren
Maj Sheldon
}\laj Davis
1~aj Kroenke
Maj Vautrinot
IvlSgt Andreas
TSgt Powers
SSgt Gonzales
SSgt Landerville
SSgt Kennedy
SSgt fucker
SSgt Hardy
SSgt l-loran
SSgt Tanberg
Sgt l.atchell
Sgt Lasley
Sgt Whitmire
Sgt "'lebb
AlC Deemer
Ale Loveland
Ale l-1cCormack
AlC Lowe

OUTGJING p~lS0rn~EL

1 October - 31 December 1968

NOV".&-l:BER

Lt Col J.lcDonald
Lt Col Yurcina
Lt Col Woodrwn
Lt Coll~oss

Lt Col rlinter
liajor Able
Capt Appleby
1st Lt Cassorla
1st Lt Hrubes
1st Lt l·leyers
1st Lt Bradburn
1st Lt Flood
1st Lt Keller
1st Lt Gotses
Sl'$gt Callahan
SlSgt Oakley
I·1Sgt Porter
SSgt I'.ampkin
SSgt Roark
SSgt Baur
SSgt l"~artin

Sgt Campbell
Sgt Deschner
Sgt Inman
Sgt Brasel
Sgt Curwood
Sgt Fleming
Sgt Abell
Sgt J.J.cKinney
Sgt Reed
Sgt Strickland
Sgt Tocci
Sgt Harvey
Sgt Hitchell
Sgt Staples
Sgt Taylor
Sgt Tondreau
Ale Bullock
Ale Carpo
Ale Carter
AlG Danielson
AIG Ford
Ale Hurta

NOV]2·mER

AlC Jennings
Ale Kessler
Ale Repko
AlC Vogel
Ale Davis
AlC Carter
AlC Crawford
Ale Dunkel
JUC Hopson
AlC Jacobs
Ale Jeppson
lUG Kratzer
AlC Teal
AlC \ieaver

DECE·!BER

l'W.jor Robinson
Capt Hubert
Capt Themann
Capt Hernandez
Capt ~iorris

Capt Welch
1st Lt Legendre
1st Lt Watson
SSgt Bornais
Sgt Bailey
Sgt Seamans
Sgt Cherry
AlC Jakson
Ale l.feyer
Ale Richings
Ale Farr
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OCTOBER

Lt Col Bailey
Lt Col Northcott
Lt Col Bena
I~ajor l\{cDevitt
ltlajor Nast
lllfajor I\figg1e
~iajor Brazile
Capt l<1oracewski
2nd Lt Necker

. ,

INca·iING PERSONNEL

Lt Col. Brown
Major Brooks
TSgt Raddie
TSgt Stephen
SSgt Frazier
SSgt Halfacre
SSgt Donaldson
SSgt Henderson
SSgt Boston
SSgf; Rose
SSgt Hawthorne
SSgt Robinson
Sgt Wiles
Sgt Freeman
Sgt !hstad
Sgt Decillo
Ale Rhynehart
Ale Radtke.
Ale Dinney
Ale Lafforthun
Ale Sisson
Ale Holder
JUC Snell
AlC Ham
Ale Lynch
Ale Pell
AlC Ayuso
Ale Bigelow
Ale Suhajda

Lt Col McNamara
TSgt .Jones
TSgt Paulson
TSgt Wilson
SSgt nick
SSgt Westfall*
AlC Johnson
AlC Harrigan
Ale Dowling

*Third Cambat 'four
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