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, ]SECRETI (

The 360th Reconnaissance Squadron was activated on S April 1966
at Tan Son Nhut Air Base,' Republic of Vietnam, and assigned to the
460th Tactical RecoD11B.i.ssance Wing.

The mission of the squadron is the performance of tw classified
airborne recoIUJai.ssance proj ects under the code nat:leS "PHYLLIS JUmu

and nDRILL PRESS". Unit aircraft assigned under project PHYT.IJS Am~

are designated P£-47 type aircraft and JC-47's under project DRILL
PRESS. The number of aircraft authorized includes seventeen BfJ-47
and tva JC-47 aircraft

Direct accomplishments o:t the unit's operational activities,
their nature and extent, are not ordinarily available because of the
highly sensitive nature of mission results. Operation and Ii18.intenance
or airborne recomaissance equipnent are provided by United States Air
Force SecuriV Service.
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IUTRODUCTIO!!

(

1

The continued growth ot the 360th Reconnaissance Squadron both in

terms ot per::lonnel and un!t aircratt assignment during the reporting

period represented an immediate increase in both mission effectiveness

and capa.bilit~,.. This l-tlS reflected in the substantial increase in 'the

number ot missions tloml.

Phase II, conba~ readi."'less or mission, traini.."'lg for aircreus newly

arrived in theater represented another major activity of the organization.

Phase I aircraft proficiency training wa provided b'J Tactical Air

Com:Ja..Tld at England Air Force Base, Louisia."la. Phase II tra:'ining liaS

provided 'b-f the 360th Recon."1aissance Squadron at Tan Son Uhut Air Base,

Republic of Vietnam. Conbat ready- aircrews "rare scbsequcntly assigned

to one ot the three units serr...ng Southeast-Asia - the 360th Recoll."'!8.iss-

ance Squadron; the 361st Reconnaissance Squadron at llha Trang Air Base,.

Republic ot Vietnam; and Detachment 1, 36lst Reconnaissance Squadron,

Plei.lro Air Pase, Republic ot Vietnam.
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!'fiSSION

!SECRETI
CHAP.rER I

MISSION AND ORGANIZATION

c
2

The 360th Reconnaissance Squadron has tlm missions as the result of

the assigm:tent of tw classit1ed projects - PRYTJ,IS Alm and DRILL PmSS.

PHILLIS ANN MISSI OIf:

lITo conduct daily, day/night, all weather ARDF operations against

enemy' operated transmitters in the RVlY and permissive areas at Ie.os as

a basis tor tactical. exploitation in support of requirement established

b.r, CQolUS}>(.ACV and Camuander ot 7AFn.1

DRILL PmSS MISSIOlI:

"The employment ot these aircra1't will be di1"e1:ted by' the 7th Air

Force Deputy for Operations, under the niclaJ.ame of "Drill Press". hag

Orders will be published by TAOO. These aircraft and aircrews will be

employed as Airborne Emergency Reaction Units (ABERU) on reconnaissance

missions. The equipnent and teclmiques tor collection and data collected

on these reconnaissance missions is classified Secret, Limited l>istribu­

tion, Noromf." 2

1. 7th Air Force Operations Orders 450-67, 31 Jul 66.
2. Hq 7AF Q~~ 433-66, 31 Dec 65. "l. SUuAtign:-(S) Two C-47 air­

cratt(1624"mid 49680) are programmed to arrive at Tan Son Nbut o/a
6 Jan\'66 and v:Ul begin conducting classified missions o/a II Jan 66

~ n
tor an indefinite period•••• ' .

. ' ~. :..- -.. . : ~~, .,..

~..
..•.~

-.- .

'----

ISECRET]
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ORGANIZATION

( SECIli.;'l'
:3

Unit organization manning is based on an approved fiying hour program

of 150 hours per aircraft per month and a crew ratio of 2.0 per aircraft)

The squadron. is organized into three major segments:

Unit Administration
Operations
Maintenance

3. PACAF Programmed Action Directive 66-15 (Revised), 1 Nov 66.
'r<>-~ •••• -.<.. .~-",

~' .
.. ~·....···f\··· .

: .- 1SECRET [
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CBAP.rER m 5
f

OPEBATIOlI AND TRAINmG

The 360th Beconnaissance Squadron vas combat readY' during the report­

ing period and performing its assigned mission.

SYSTEM INVENTORY

The number ot tactical aircraft authorized assigned and available are

as tollow:

Authorized

P!v"llis Ann (BC-47) 17
Drill Press (JC-47) ...z.

Tota1 19

CREW RESOURCES MID CAPABILITY

Assigned
30 Sap 66

9
..z.
11

31 Dec 66
11
...£
13

Ayailab1e
30 Sep 31 Dec

9 II
...£ ...z.
11 13

The table beloll depicts the combat crell status ot the organization.

Crevs Authorized
30 Sep 1966 36
31 Dec 1966 36

CreYS Formed
17
28

Combat Beady Crew
13
20

Nelily arrived airc:rew bad received Phase I aircraft proficiency

trainiIg at England Air Force Base, Louisiana, and are considered first

pilot quali.f'ied. Phase n or in-theater combat readiness training vas

and will be accomplished OD regularly tragged combat missions staee

training time was and will Dot be available. Phase n training does not

distinguish betveen pilots and copilots. Most pUots are checked out as
':~"~'.

.;' .

aircraft commanders. However, for scheduling and operational accomiting

purposes, crevs are tormed in the tollowing maDDer:

Aircraf't C01lllMn der
Pilot
Navigator
Flight Mechanic

. .~ . ~:. " . ,.

Crevs thuS tormed are generaJ.q scheduled as a tmit..... .' '.... . .

lSECRET)

.; ~ ,
:-'. '....

,.'. .~ .+~~\: .:.

..' ...

.','.-
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The table below summarizes the combat mission accanplisbments

at the DRILL~ activities during the period.

-PRILL PRESS- CmfBAT MISSImlS

( fSECRET! C'
7

Frag Ordered
Totalllovn
Air Aborted
Ground Aborted
(Ancelled

TarAL
112
109

o
o
3

.QQ'!
IeB
47
o
o
1

!Q!
37
36
o
o
1

Jlm
'Z1
26
o
o
1

The baUd up ot a1rcrev personnel and the arrival at two additional

BC-47 aircraft during the period represented an iDmed1ate increase in

the 36Otb's operational capability'~ This lDcreased capability was trans­

lated into the la1'1ng-on and acceptance of additionaJ. mission requirements.

The tollow1ng data 8U1IID8r1zes the results generated bT this increased capt­

bility' during the reporting period.

TOTAL
Avg llo~ Actt Possessed
Tota1 Hours Flown 5383
Avg~ !Irs Per kft
Total Sorties ni:i,JJ 9S9
Avg Sorties Per~

The total number at canbat missions now during this re~ing

period was more than twice that flown during the previous perio\i - 758

missions flown compared to 336 at the previous period~ The squadron

achieved a 97% successful mission completion rate against total missions

~ged or a 99% camPietion rate it cancelled missions were excluded fran

originallY' £ragged missions.

6. Ibid

-.:,:.
.:"-;'-'·6

" .
. I."),,. .

ISECRETI
. -S'
e" ...

;:;,.:-

-------
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6

DRILL PRESS As;1;iy;tti."

DRILL PRESS or a:lrborne listening post reconnaissance operations

were staged trcml Bae Phu Bai J.1.r Base, Bepublic of VietDam, where air­

crew and maintenance perscmnel are rotated on a temporar,r dnV basis

~or periods ~ one to two weeks or longer. AU DBILL pp.xss missions

were f'low 1D the viciD:it)r ot the Dem1l1tar1zed Zone (00).

DRILL PBlSS fl,1Dg hours and number of sorties flown during the

report1J:lg period vere as ~o11ovs:

.lvg llo. Acft Possessed
Total. Hours F.I.ow 653
.lvg l'l.ymg lin Per Acft
Total Sorties J'lown' 153
.lvg Sorties Per Ac:tt

. '.
. ~

,. Xotalsorties f1cML include c~bat flmet1ODa1 check f'l1ght, oper­
.atiemal check and ~ert:'1' sorties.

• : .'-~' _......- _~I- ....... l- ., .' '.:.
:.•.~

\' .,..

, ]SECRET [

. .
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(jSECRET!
8

The combat m:1ssion activities ot the 360th Recazma1ssance Squadron

are summarized below.

l\oagged M1ssions
Ccmpleted
J.i.r Aborted
Ground Aborted
Cancelled

TarAL
781
758

5
3

15

OCTO.
265
259

o
3
:3

BommER
254
243

3
o
8

DICEMBER
262
256

2
o
4

During this reporting period, the squadron alBo conducted ABDF

missions trem Danang .A.ir Base, Repnblic at Vietnam. Aircrew and air­

craf't; staged tram Danang tor periods ot three to tour days on a ro~

tional basis. Most ot these missions vere flow into Ie.os. The squadron

flew 57 missions during October, 40 missions during November and 2 missions

during December into Ie.os.

Since missions were tlcnm 1n all tour Jrzq Corps areas ot South

Vietnam, all major grOUIId operations were supported bT this UJJit.

payr.TJS ANN 1uvolves use ot the phase angle measurement principle

to dete~e exact location at mlsq operated high .frequency (HF) trans­

mitters~ Immediate information are passed from the aircratt to Commanders

1%1 the field when appropriate.

Specific, def1nitive measures ot mission results and theretore of

mission accomplishments are not normal.l1' available because ot the hi~

sensitive nature ot the information. However, correspondence such as

...~ :,,;l,"'~~ .;.. ~:,\ 1".'." - ~ _ •

7. Ltr (S), Camdr, 460 TRw to. Comdr, 36oRS, Su.bj:
~ceis8, 17 Oct 66, in 360 Cps'. . . .
8". Ltr (S)t Comdr, 460 TRW to Candr, 3~, Subj:

llsllment lUI, 28 Bev 66 m1SECRETI
:...~

,

those tram the Commander, 460th Tactical. Reconnaissance Wing dated 17

O~tober 19667and 28 Hovem~ 1966~ reflect the outstanding results tbat . " .
••1·~· , ~ ,'" . ., • _ :' "- ... _; -~t:. ;:;.•

have been achieved by' the 360th Recorma1ssance Squadron in the perlor.;. ":. :'+~
• .~~;{; ':' • '",. ." • .... ---::,;: J Y•• ':: :·~l~.

·lII&DCe-of its mission:'. . :/: .. _..'~:'-,i.- .... ~ .~

(u) !'hTllls j,,;;' .:\;;)'j;~}
Ph7llis Am Acc~ : .~..~~r-:·,-:'
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Thus, ARDF results have provided vital 1D£ormation to top :J:evel p1aml-

U1g statts as well as 1D£orma.tion tor immediate countermeasures against

a possible Viet Cong ambush ot a U.S. ArJq Ccmvoy in a speci.t1c instance.9

...-;" .

~.
... ~.~..

• i . .•

\

. I

•• ' \..0.". ,-

.. . - " ..'

. ~.' '. ! ..

.' :~.":" ~ '.

. ., .'. ;,;.~.:.i. ~~:~~ :)">::' "..' ..

9~ 1'b:ld
... ~ . ISECRET]

.
:.... ,,:- .

"~'l

"
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Concurrent vith miBs:!a1' accamplisbmentB, cambat crev operaticmal

tra1D1Dg remained a verr significant and 1mportant activit}" of the

360th Reconnaissance Squadron dDr:lDg the reporting period. Aside t1-cm

upgrad1ng its own nevq arrived aircrevs to com1:at readT status, the

squadron also provided Phase n operational mission training to~

crews to be assigned to the 361st Reconnaissance Squadron at Dba Trang

Air Base, RVU, and to' Detachment 1, 361 P.econna!ss&Uce Squadron at

Ple:1ku A1r Pas'e, RVN.

The tabulation belov summarizes the number of combat ready pUots

and navigators reassigned to the above-mentioned tw organizations dur:tng

the reporting period.

TO 3618t ReCOM81sftancft SW',dmn, Nha Trapi

PUots
Navigators

°ctgbexl°
8
4

NgygmborU
14
7

Decernbe;l2
4
2

ToW
26
13

+.-- -

TO Dot " 3618$ Recgpprrlpaance SC;V18dran, Ple1lm
r ..I.:f,.~
PeCemborU

23
12

Pilots
Navigators

. , .
. '..

10'. IJq 371CSGp SO AB-602, 15 Oct 66
. .He:l 377CSGp SO AL6OS, 15 Oct 66
~. Bq 371CSGp SO .AB-606, 17 Oct 66

11; Hq 37?CSGp SO AB.653, 5 lfov 66
..3lJq 377C3Gp SO AB-679, 17 Nov 66

12·~·lJq 377CSGp SO AB-778, 15 Dec 66
13~" Irq 377CSGp SO AB-720, "2 Dec 66

.'~'.JIq 377CSGp SO AB.764, 13 Dec 66
.. Irq 377CSGp SO AB-778, 15 Dec 66

Hq 377CSGp SO AB-878, 28 Dec 66

Jr--SE-CR-E--TI

..... ".
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The concepts, tactics and training methods used in the perfor-

mance at the squadron pan.1.TS Ami mission have become fairl7 firm.

The !ra:lrdng Section is in the process or preparing a Phase II Train

iDg MaDaal. It vill contain the lession otttline, individual lecture

material and vllJ. be illnstrated where necessar,y. Much of the mteriaJ.

that vill be presented in this manual laS prepared in draf't; form durlng

the month of October and is now in use as a training aid for the ground

school portion of Phase II training.

S+flpderd1a1;i sm

Ngyembm: Deoember

6 6
21 28
1 2
13 28 "1 1

°otOber

Instractor P:Uot Upgrad1ng S
Ahocraf't Camnender 19
Instructor Navigator UpgradiDg 3
Bavigator 10
P'11ght Mecbanic 2

JJavb1g established a positive and disciplined program, the squadron

vas quite active with standardization 8Ild evaluation activities during

the reporting period. The standardization and evaluation flight con­

sisted of four pUots, three navigators and one flight mecbanic.

This table summarizes the types and number or flight checks admin­

istered during the period.

TIPB FLIGHl' CHECK

: '';'

.... :';".
"; .,.. ,".

...•. ."..~~•. r···
. . ...

"'-:' :'

" .'.

.-'
. . .

", .

1SECRET I

'J../

, .:~: ::~:.~. :.
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c. ]SECRETI
CHAFTER IV

MAmENANCE

(

12

...
. '.: .

During the period 1 October to 31 December 1966, the squadron air-

craft maintenance section com;leted a total of 57 phase inspectio~

Seventeen vere completed during the month of October, eighteen in Novem­

ber and tventy-tl-lO in December.

Tvo squadron aircraft compiled Wat was believed to be Dell C-47

~ing time records when aircraft 44-76668 £lev a total ot 203.7 hours

during the month of November and follcnr...ng close~ on its heel, aircraft

43-48947 nev a total ot 200.6 hours during the month ot December.

RfJ-47, 42-93166 sustained major damages to its empeDDage when Viet

Congs attacked Tan Son Nhut Air Base on 4 December 1966. As a result

166 was out of commission for eighteen days.
. .

Despite heavy scheduling of PHYT.ToIS ANN aircraft to meet operatiema:l

cOIilDl1tments the squadron maintained relative~ high operational readiness

rates of 79.7%, 71.4% aDd 83.0% respectivelJ for the months ot October,

November and December. DRILL PRFSS aircraft achieved operational

"readiness rates ot 95.6%, 95.8% and 95.2% respective~ tor the same period.

Unscheduled maintenance hours remained high tor PHILLIS Mill aircra.f't

during the reporting period. The principal categories of unscheduled

maintenance vere engine discrepancies, propeller malfunctions, C-12

.. compass probl~, CPA-24 doppler and component malfunctions, AlID-lS equi~

ment malrunctions, tlight attitude indicator maltunctions, radio discre­

pancies, and drittmeter removal and replacements.

'SECRETl

... f:
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October
November
December

C IsEcRE~
PHILLIS !N1{ l-iaint Hours
Scheduled Unscheduled
1552 l143
3906 1935

13080 5347

(

DRILL PRESS Maim Hours
Scheduled Unscheduled
764 182

8.3 9.7
347 453

The squadron's NOBS rate remained relatively high because of shortages

of peculiar P£-47 parts aDd back end doppler and ARD-18 component parts.

Although showing an mprovement over the previous quarter, the NORS rates

tor FHYLLIS AliN aircraft were 7.9%, 11.2% and 6.4% respective~ for the

months of October, November and Decetlber.

~.:.

.":..

:' . 'SECRET]

ec47.com



( 1SECRETI
SUMMARY

('

16

During the period 1 October to 31 December 1966, the 360th Recon-

aissance Squadron mde much progress in substant~ increasing its

capability to perf'orm its assigned mission through an effective and

efficient program tor upgrading newq arrived aircrew personnel to combat

ready status. Through the use of ARDF techniques, hig~ signi1'icant

data has been gathere~ which is of great value to the counterinsurgency

effort in Vietnam.

Despite supply shortages, the organization's Maintenance section

has performed in an outstanding manner in the face of heavy and demanding

mission commitments.

' ..... r'
:.

]SECRETI e:...;_ •• '
~r
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REPLY TO
ATTN OF:

SUB.JECT:

CDEPARL~~~!~,!lcE C
HEADQUARTERS 460TH TACTICAL RECONNAISSANCE WING (PACAFI

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307

CCR. 17 Oct 66

(u) Phy'lJis.&Jm Success

TO: 360th BS ee)

1. (S)(Gp-4) Attached is a ~etter which indicates that outstanding
results have been achieved by' the 360th 15 .in the performance at
their mission. The letter also points out that through use ot the
ARm' procedures, so~e source intormation has been provided top level
planning statts. Based on the vital information which has been pro-

~ vided, appropriate _counter mea~~e~)~ave been taken.

- -2. (e) (Gp-4) P.l.ease convey to your men my appreciation tor a job
well done. They should be advised that their long tlight periods .... ..::~:':':",:~:,:
and protessional. management ot the £lying time has resulted in the
gathering o£ highly sign1ticant data. vhich is of great value to the
war effort.

EI7lARD B. TAILOR, Colonel, USAF -
CoDllll8Xlder •

1 .&.tch
Ltr, (8) 6994 SS, dtd 10 Oct 66

.;.

.. :..:.. :
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10 Oct 66

f1FJ'
( I

FROl-I: 6994th Security Sq (COMDR)

SUBJECT; (U) Value of 360RS Phyllis Ann Ef."forts

TO: 460th mr

1. (S)(Gp-3) On 29 September 1966 a Joint J2/NOG brief'i.ng was pre­
sented. to Admiral Sharp and his staff' general officers on the enelIlY'
threat to Northern First Corp Area. SVN with emphasis on the VC/DVA.
posture in the m·1Z. During the briefing General Brown (n) inter­
rupted to laud the ARm' effort Itwithout which ve would be in the
dark about the en~ situation. n

2. (S) (Gp-3) Feel this reflects credit on the 360th RS because
Phyllis Ann has been contributing significantly to ARDF results in
the c!tcd area, otten obtaining 10 -15 tixes a. miszion. Presently
ve are scheduling night missions in I1-!Z/LAOO/SVN border area at the
special. request of the III ~1arine Amphib Force.

ROBERT L tlALLliIDER, Lt Col, 1BAF
Comrrander

.f)~ ~~'.;;;c!"7:"3~:::-i:.=:;-1
:)ec:!r...: ::_~ r.~:· :~ )'U=:I

!Y)f~ ;)!.r~ .::::-:..:'. 10
_. __ .- ...- !.

Reproduced 21 Nov 66 1>7 360BS
Reproduced coW -'- ot ..i. 018 '.:.. ~~ .

. ". \

':"::;~

.......:- [SECRET}
)60RS-66-0176
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REPLY TO

ATTN 0'", OCR

( ~CRETJ
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 460TH TACTICAL RECONNAISSANCE WING (PACAF)
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307

8 Dec 1966

SUaJECT, Pbyllis Ann Accomplishment (n)

TO: 360 BS (e)

1. (U) Please extend m;y personal congratulations to all personnel
involved in carrying out the important mission cited in attached
correspondence. '~:~.,

2. (S) The fix obtained through ARDF efforts by- this crew was the
on.ly pre-wrning of a caref~ planned Viet Cong ambush against an
11th CavaJ.ry, U.S. A1"JI\Y, convoy. This again points cnrt the hig~
:important role being carried out by your squadron in the Southeast
Asia conflict.

3. (U) Actions such as this serve as a great source of pride to me
and reflect highly' favorable on this !-1ing and tte United States Air Force.

4. (U) This letter is classified SECRET because it discusses ARDF
operations •

ED1-WID H. TAILOR, Colonel, USAF
Comander

lAtch
Ltr, 7AF
dtd 28 Nov 66
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR R>RCE
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AIR FORCE (PACAF)

AFO SAN FRAUClS CO 96307

REPLY TO
ATTN OF~ DIO

SUBJECT: Phyllis Ann Accomplishment (U)

28 Nov 66

TO:. Commander, 460th TlU

1. (S) Quoted belOll are pertil'~ent excerpts trom a message sent to
the 509th Radio Research Group by- the 175th Radio Research CompanY'
and forwarded by" the 6994th SecuritY' Squadron. The fix referred to
vaS the only one involved and ws obtained bY' the 360th Reconnais­
sance Squadron.

Quote: Subject: TAC REP
Reference: IAPV372 3D SPT PLT 632501 (ARDF SroT REPORT)
1. Re£erence mag received 2101a4,Z and fix was passed immediately
to Regt S~.
2. Forward Air Control aircrart was sent into the air approxilnateJ.y­
210205Z to recon area.
3. Air strike was requested in the area by- FAe.
4. Convoy was notified of pos~ible ambush.
5. Four each UB1D Gun Ships vere sent to the area due to approach
of the 11th Cav convOY' along route one. As convoY' reached approx­
imated fix location.... (IT 289 098), recon by fire vas begun by
helicopters. Fire ws returned by VC and subsequent fire fight began.
As of 210330Z fire fight continues. No ca.sual.t7 reports received as
yet, however, tw vehicles vere disabled and both VC and friendly
KIA I s have been reported by' S-2. Two each recoilless r1f1.es have
been captured.
6. Important point-this ARDF prevented a serious ambush for vhich
the supported comma!'ld is indebted •••••• Unquote. '

2. (C) Although clear cut examples such as the above are not a tre­
quent occurrence, they conclusively demonstrate the val.ue or the
ARm' efforts. Recom:nend. that this information be brought to the
attention ot all personnel as sociated 14th the Phyllis Ann Program.

3. eU) This letter is classified SECRET because it discusses .4RDF
operations.

FOR THE: COMitfANDER ','.-..
....... ,",:.
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