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2his hiStorical report is a record of Detachment 2, 6994tb Secur
ity SquBd:eon (Operations), covering the "erien 1 January 1969 - 30
June 1969. All references to dates are wi thin this perien unless other-
wise indicated.

'rhe majority of the info:t1llation contained herein was submitted by
the major staff sections. Mditional information was ta..1{en from files
and records maintained at thll unit.

All suggestions and conmentsshould be directed to the Operations
Officer wIlo is responsible for preparing this report.ec47.com
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C!!APTER I

MISSION AND OOGANIZATION

Misaion

_ Tile mission of Detaohment 2, 6994th SeC1ttity S<tuafu'on

was to operate allocated airborne direction fiming and airborne

intercept resources according to existing directiVl1s to locate,

identify, and oollect designated foreign oommunications l!IIIllissions

while in direot tactical support to the COlllll8nder, U.S. Military

Assistance CClIlIIllani, Vietnam (CCIroSMACV). Also, to conduct Airborne

Hadio Direction Finding (ARDF) and airborne oOllection planning

with the ARDF Coordination Center (ACe), '2an Son Nhut Air Base,

am the 362d Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron (TEI>'S), Pleiku

Air Baae, Republic of Vietnam, according to establisheddireotives. l

Organization

_ Detachment 2, 6994th Security Squadron was located

at Pleiku Air .Base, Republic of Vietnam alld was subordinate to the

Commander, 6994th Security Squadron, Ten Son Nhut Ail' Base, Republic

of VietIlWll. The detachment provided the radio operators, linguists,

and analysts for operational missions while the aircraft were pro-

vided by PACAF and operated by the 362d Tactical Electronic Warfare

Squadron (TElo/S). The deta.cblllent also proVided maintenanoe of USAFSS

airborne and ground support equipment. 2

1
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Organizational Changes

(UNCLAi» One significant organiza.tional. cha!lge during this period

occurred when the Security and LCIIl' EnforcSIOOnt section which vas direct

ly responsible to the Operations Officer ,..as transferred to the Detach

ment Commander.

2
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Operations Offioer

!'£OIC Operations

Mission Management

SEFE

Renorting

Operations Officer

IDOlC Operations

loliss3.on Mana.gement

SEFE

Reporting

R<X:l'l'.m OF KEY PERSONNEL

1 January 1969

1st Lt John E. Stuart

smgt Kenneth J. Seals

MSgt Walter E. McCollough

'l'Sgt Lowell A. Farmer

TSgt Ronald C. Hain

30 June 1969

Captain Kenton E. LSIllDerS

SMSgt Kenneth J. Seals

MSgt Carl A. }liller

TSgt Lowell A. Farmer

NEgt Donald H. Hitter

3
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Det 2; 6994th Seourity Squadron

Operations Diviaion

Organizationa~Chart

OI'ERM!IONS OFFJPER

Nao!C CPk.rIONSJ CPS mml
<P.l., OPli-o S-' <P!l-4 ills-, .,.,L
Airbarne Oens Mission Mgt Anal & Rpts: ~ Training Soheduling/AM>

In June 1969 the Operations Section was Bli~Uy reorganized and. each f'uncti"n was given a ll1.1WIrioaJ. designator.

CPS - Operations Of'fioerjNcOIC. OPS-ADM - Operations Administration. OPS-1 - This funotion is most oommonly
ref'erred to as Airbo:rne Opera.tions. The j fi4thts which oOlllPrise al~ f'lying personnel with the exception of
da;y workers are subordinated to CPS-1. CPS-2 - Mission Management. 'l'here are 4 personnel (292X1) assigned
to OPS-2 as an additional duty. Two of' thesEl personnel work Siira.ight de;ys, and the remaining are assiSJ.ed
to shift work. All personnal peri'arm nying duties on a soheduled baIJu. OPS-j - Analysis and Reporl:l.ng.
This i'anotion includes aU fs.oets of the analysis, reporting and pre-missian briefing tasks. OPS-4 - SEn
function subordinated to Ope. The SIFEII are tasked to oonduct a formal ground school ee.oh week for newl3"
assi@led perBonnel, in addition to their normal duties. OPS-5 - Trldning NCO, who is also responsibls for
:Plans. This f'unotion is also responsible far the Detaehlllent OJT program. OPS-6 - Sohedu1ing, Awards and
Deoorations, and. l,ia.ison with our c.ounterparts (362 TEWS) lII1 !ragging and scheduling.
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0wratiol1a,l Hannine

_ The only significallt operational mann~ probl"lll experie!'tced

duri.ng this period ""8 within the voice section. During the first four

months of 1969 this section functi Wled under a o1.'iti cal shortage of

operators. ....utho1.'ized 1:2 PCS 20~-1'.:.J' s, the section at I1Ill.nY timeS had

!'to mo"'e than abc operators, including TDY personnel. On one occasion

the nw;;ber dropped to two. The section had lost three personnel for

00lIlMando ]lorga deployment and no replacements were 1m ediatelYavail~

able. Flying al"ol11; daily for an eXte!l<1ed, period of time, eachoper-

ator assigned to this unit ccntinually performed his duti"" in all dert,

profellsional m/W.ner. In addition to flying long arduous hours, every-

one volunteered his SCarce Sl'"'''' time to accomJl.iSh groond d\,\ties -

trallscribing, maint"L'ling technical data, daily reports, etc. Their

efforts earned tha section a letter of o()llJl.iendation from the tlllm

Deta.chment Commander, Najor Phillip J). C",rlson.

_ In all atte1;,.,t to alleviate the 203 IMnpower shortage

at Detad1Ulent 2, it was \lecided. at higher levels to utilize lIB ling-

uil1ts in tile place of NIl lingllil1t". The end of ilia.! a",w the a,rrival

of the first Chinese lingUists. .U,thcmgh wonting in an unfan,iliar

language specialty, they be('''''lE~ very proficient at distinguishing

VC!NVA voice cormnunications frOl!l ,iRVN cOlUJllUnioations. ~'hey lacked

tile knowledge to recognize or process paril1hable intelligence inforu~

ati,on, but tlley did hell) to allevia.te the IniJ.,1,o;ct<1er Ghortage, 'while a.t

.he Sallle tin,e aiding in the overall intelligence collection effort.

5
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_ In Ap:til this lL"lit deplo:'cd the first u.iJ:borne voice inter

cept operators to Project Commando Forge. The three operators assigned

to that project helped to fully develop the voice effort in Laoa operating

from Detachment 3. 6994th Security Squadron.

•
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Tasking

_ The Detaohment's Cornb,.t Cougar resouroes we::1e tasked with

ill' ..Rub' ,md associated collection of VC PAVJ'/~:V" transmissions in the

northern ",ortion cf the RepUblic of Vietn·.m, Laoe, o.fi<\ th<l ooastal area

of North Vietn"M- im<lediatcly above the ))emilitarized :;eme (11hZ). The

CllIl1bat Cougar :COulu, 3entine+~ and jii~i-Hod 38 aircraft beGallle p,1rt

of the re,,"'Ular Combat Cougar fleet aJ1d were tasked. with the same Afulb'

missicy,.-,s the Combat Cougar, plus li'frSJ!' co11ectiC:I. Combat Cougar

~ulu reeourc"e did n ot all "ave VHF collection caS'ability. '1ho Sentinel

Lagle end j'oini-IIod. 38 aircra.ft did 90seees )iF/Vhf' AitijJ,' and oolleotion

capa.bility end "ere taskpd. accordingly ag"inst vci~ an,' manual horse

trans".i;nicne in the northel'l"l portion of Laos and the DNZ area. :';9<'oia1

primer,;' oollection r.lissionH ",ere also ta$ked. utl.l.izinr, the COmbat CouLar

;I,ulu ",..,d Sentinel :~a;;le re"ources for the collection of HE'IVliF voice and

msllud >oree re~dable c()IIlI)luniclitions.

ec47.com



Colleotion

Colleotion Capability

• With 'tile initial introduotion of the Mini-Mod )8 system

on board the Sentinel Eagle aircraft at the beginning of the period,

the Detaollloont's oapabilities were increased to oonsist of airborne

acquisition, monitor, reoord, and ARDF of AM signals in the 2-50 MHz

frequency I aoquisitioo, l!lQnitor, and record of AM signaJ.s in the

.5-50 MHz range; and reoord of AMjD!! signals in the 10-260 MHz range.l

Colleotion Facilities

• The Detaobmentl s oollection facilitiee at the beginning

of the period oonsisted of seven Combat Cougar aircraft (two posi

tions each), five Combat Cougar Zulu a.:i.roraft (tour positions each),

and six Sentinel Eagle ZUlu aircraft (four pOflitiOl\S ea<:h) for a

totaJ. composition of 58 positiona aboard 18 airoraft. A.t the end of

the period, oolleotion facillties oonsisted of six C(IlIbat Cougar air

oraft, five C(IlIbat Cougar Zulu airoraft, one Sentinel Eagle u=aft,

and seven Sentinel Eagle Zu.lu airoraft for a totaJ. composition of

62 positions aboard 19 aircraft with an averaJ.l increase in o!.tpa

bility of !.tpp1'OXimate1y three percent.

8
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Aircraft Assi,gned a!! of 1 Jaz)1lan 1269

Airoraft Tail Nr Type of Aircraft !9wment

4~-16029 ID-4N/sentinel :$Mle "Z·/ALR-~5

4~-49570 1OO-47Q/Sentinel Eagle ·Z·/ALR-~5

45-11~1 lOO-47Q/Sentinel EMle ·Z·/ALR-~5

4~-48959 EC-47Q/Sentinel Eagle ·Z"/ALR-~5

45-1133' lilC-47Q/Sentinel Eagle .Z"/,\LIH5

42-9~704 1OO-47WSentinel Eagle nZ"/AtR-35

43-4970~ EC-47N/Combat Cougar ·Z"/ALR-~4

4~-490l~ EC-47N/Combat Cougar nzn/ALR_~4

43-48158 EC-47N/Combat Cougar nZl!/ALR-34

4~-49547 EC-47N/Combat Cougar "Z"/ALR-;4

43-45979 W-47N/Combat Cougar "Z·/ALR-~4

43-48402 lOO-47N/Cambat Cougar ALR-;4

4~-48012 oo-47B/Oombat Cougar ALR-;4

44-77254 EC-47N/Combat Cougar ALR-34

42-00950 1OO-47N/COIllbat Cougar ALR-34

42-93166 Bl-47N/COIllbat Cougar ALR-34

44-76668 EC-47N/Combat Cougar AUl-34

43-15980 EC-47B/Combat cougar ALR-34

4~-48702** 1OO-47B/Combat Cougar ALR-~4

N<1rEIA1.l "Z· aircraft have two colleotion positions besides the

regul~ ARDF fix and collection positions.

- U=aft 4~-48702 Wa!! non-operationally assigned at the beginning

of this period dl1S to major structural damage received when it ran off

the~ dttring to.ke-off on 31 Decem
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Aircraft ABSisped as of 30 June 1969

AircrS£t Tail Nr TyPe of Aircraft EguiJ?l!!!lut

43-16029 EC-4N/Sentinel Eagle "Z"/ALR-35

43-49570 EC-47QjSentinel Eagle "Z"/ALR-35

43-48959 EC-47Q/sentinel Eagle "Z"/ALR-35

45-1131 1!Xl-47Q/sentinel Eagle "Z"/ALR-35

42-93704 1!Xl-47QjSentine1 Eagle "Z"/ALR-35

43-39771 l!Xl-47Q/Sentinel )il&gle "Z";Mini-Mod 38

43-49208 EC-47Q/sentine1 Eagle "Z"/Mini..Mod 38

43-307)0 EC-47Q/sentinel, Eagle "z"/Mini~od 38

45-Q937 lIl-47N/COIQbat Cougar ALli-35

43-48072 EC-47N/Combat Cougar ALR-35

4·3-23882 lIl-47N/COlllbat C9UgB.r "zn/ALR-35

43-49013 iXl-47li/Combat Cougar ALR-J4

43-48158 EC-47N/COOlbat Cougar ALR-34

44-71254 D::-47N/Combat Cougar ALR-34

43-48402 EC-47N/COOlbat Cougar nZ"/ALR-34

43-49703 EC-47N/Combat COllgar "zn/ALR.,;34

43-15979 EC-47N/Combat Cougar "Z"/.ALll-34

42-00665 EC-47Njcombat Cougar "Z"/ALli-34

43-48102 EC-47N/Combat Cougar mi-34
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Fo1101(-on AirCraft

• With the ever inoreasing interest ard development of ARDE

and oollection of VHF transmissions, the CSAF directed AFLC and AFSC

to install ALR-38 modifioation kits on five EC-47Q. a..ircraft. 2 These

aircraft are expected to begin e,n-iving in March of 1970. The CSAF

also directed that field modifioation of the three V.ini-Mod 38 sys

woo be completed. by" June 1970. When fully eq:nipped these aircraft

will have an ARDF coveragEl ea.pability fro.. 1-180 MIlz.

• Fifteen AN/ALR-~4 equi~d C.cmbat Cougar aircratt were pro

grammed to be retrofitted wi1b the A1'I/ALR-~5 ARDF position. At the

end of the period, one aircraft (43-48702) had been modiUed end two

others (43-46402 end 43-77254) were scheduled to leave TDY to Tan 5011

Nhut Air Base where the modifioation is being performed. Modification

completion date for all the detachment's assigned AN/ALR-34 equipped

Combat Cougar airoratt is unknown.

Aircraft Incidents - 45_11jj

_ Combat Oougar Zulu aircraft 45-11~3, soheduled to fly

MAeV mission area 90lB from 050030Z thru 05033021 Febrnary 1969, de

PllXted Pleikn Air Base at 230021 4 Febrllar)' 3,969 with all mission

operations normal. The aircraft was scheduled for an operations

stop at Jiue-Pim-Bai Airfield, Viet11Slll, after completing the on-target

tillle of the mission. The estilllded time of arrival of the a..ireraft

at Elu.e-Phu-Bai was o6~OZ atter which it would return to Pleiku for

completion of the mission.

11
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----------

Due to heliVY air traffic and other E!:nel)l1ating cir<;lumstanoE!s,

extElIlded groUlld times at Hue-Phu-Bai often prevailed <JVex the return ti.Dle

of ma.I(Y" of the aircraft which were schedu.led to Cps stop there. Thus,

even though it was notioed that this partiauJ.ar lIlission W8fl late in rEl-

turning, no positive action was taken until 0820Z on 5 February 1969. It

was then thought that the lIlission had contacted llue-Phu-Bai.

_ At approximately O9OQZ the firRt indioa.tions that the air-

Draft ma,y havE! bElEln missing beClllll9 ava.ilable when Hue-Phu-Jlai con;tllQted

both thie Detachment and the A1lDF Coordination CentE!r (ACC) and infomed.

both organizations that the aircraft had not contacted. them and had not

made it's schedu.led Cps stop.

_ At this time both the 3620. !fEW and this detachlllent imme

diately began to utilize all available reo;ources to determine who 8110.

when anyone last lll8de cOntact with the aircraft, It was then found that

the aircraft had co"tacted. "Cefion Lion" (Ubon Radar Control) a.t OOlOZ,

5 February 1969 when checking into the area. and requesting radar track

iag. The last known oOlllllunioation with the aircraft was foUlld to be

OO13Z the same date, when the aircraft paso;ed its location to Ubon. The

airora.ft's location at t1).is time was a.pproximately 20 nautical miles

beariag 130 degrees from Ubon.

_ At 0930Z 5 February 1969, aircraft 45-1133 was deolared

missing in a.ction and Search and Rescue (SAR) opera.tions werE! initiated)

SAR opE!rations oontinued on through the following da;rs to no avail. On 7

Februar;y 1969, all personnel whioh were alloard thE! aircraft were ofncie.lly
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declared missing in action. Ths 7th A:F Director of Op",~ation8, Brigsdie~

General Holbury, personally directed/monitored all SA1i. operations. 4

_ :From 5 February 1969 through 15 Mq 1969, there was no in1'orm-

ation obtained pertaining to the possib:te fate of the lllissillg aircra.£t and

crew. ~hen on 17~ 1969, word was reoeived that a CAS Gue=ill& TeE

had looated a orashed 0-47 type aircra.£t at UTM grid coordinates XC865-

286 on 16 May 1969. 5 The CAS team brought in a aack oontaining items £'rom

the aircra.£t llIIlODg which was a 1J8AF Flight Crew Cheok List Manual, 011& p&gll

of wbiob waa entitled, "Navigators Cheokliat EC-47, ALll-35". The CAS team

had aleo determined that the aircraft had burned. and oontained.. bodiee.

_ A 30 man Seourity Element/Reoovery TeWil WS,fl dispatched and

prooeeded to the orash aite with instructions to reoover bodies, equip-

ment papers, weapons, and 8ZlY other pertinent items available and then

completely destroy the airoraft. Little was able to be recovered. ilvi-

dently, the airora1"t had orashed in a near vertical polilition and there

was an intenlile fire. SOIJlEl portionlil or the wreokage were a _lila of molten

metal and one wing of the aircraft was found 500 meterlil West 01: the actual

*orash Iilite.

_ The Security ElementjRecovery Team did .rBcover relllaiIul 01:

bodie.1il and portions thereof. 'i'hey were however, unable to determine how

many bodies the remains actually represented. The rsmains were first

sent to Ubon and from there to the Tan Son Nhut Air B/ilSe MorttIB.ry' Offioer

who Wal! awaiting the arrival of the personnel and medioal reo01'ds of the

crewmembere for possible identification purposes.

i.,
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_ Indioations were that positive identifioation of all viot:lma

would be extremely difficult. At the end of this period .no positive

identif·ioation of EW¥ of the remains .hed been made aJ:ld a.ll pe1!sonnel aboard

the aircraft are still considered misiling in aotiou.

_ 'rhe only other i tema that were reoO'lfsrad were a gell.1: down

look pin, an 00-47 navigator's cheoklist, and two Smith anl. WessOl) revol

vers. After the recovery of the remains and those items mentioned above,

explosive charges were used to oOll\PleUy destro;r tile remaining bulk of

-the airoraft.•

CRIM1lOOlERS

l'Iajor I.ym, R.M. - Pilot

Captain Burke, W.F. - Co-Pilot

Major Olson, R.E. _ Instr.wtor Navigator

Major Niggle, H.T. - Navigator

TSgt lIa.tton, W.H. - Flight Meohanio

Dst 2. 6924th: SSgt Sherburn, H.L. - Airborne Mission SuperviSor

SSgt Clever, I..:t. - Senior Radio Operator

Sgt Dorsey, J.V. - Radio Operator

Sgt GQtt, R.H. - Radio Operator

Ale McNeil. e.L. - I.inguist

* - An "Air .Amerioa" aircraft made an aerial 8Urv1f3' of the aotual crash

si1;e and the at'ew theorized that tile aircraft had an engine fire, lost

the wing and had an uncontrollable orash. This is, viewed laS }lUXe s,peoula.

tion and while poesibly true, is iDrpos,sible to prove.

14
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Aircraft Incidents - 4~-49547

• On 7 June 1969, COOlbat Cougar Zulu aircraft 43-49547 crash landed

shorty after take-off following a refueling stop at Ubon Airfiel(1, Thailand.• 6

The pilot of the aircraft state(1 that the munber one engine lost pOlrer at

gear up point after take--off and only :50 inches of ma.nifold press-ure were

available on the number two engine. The aircraft crash landed in a river

approximately one and one half miles off the end of the Ubon runway and

came to rest in Seven to nine feet of water.

(U) Although there were no injuries to Security SElrvioe psreonnel, the

pilot of the aircraft sustained a slight out on the head and the co-pUot

had a deElp eu.t on ths bridge of hiB nOBe and a broken lsg.7

_ Mter the crash the airCraft was not completsly submerged in the

water and when it was dete~ that all the crewmembers vera safe, Ser-

geant Phillip Brown reentered the aircraft and removed the KrK-5. All

other classified mission materials had been removed by the other USAFSS

crewmember!J before disembarking the aircraft.

II The cr.... was then taken to the base hospital at Ubon for treat

ment and overnight observation. Two USAi' Security Policemen and two Thai

Security Policemen were ass:igned a.t ths Slilsne of the crash in boats to

guard the aircraft. On 8 June 1969 ths crew was releassd frODl the hospi-

tal. On the same date an A.ccident Imrestigation Team and two USAFSS

maintenance technicians departed Pleiku A.ir Base for Ubon. .]31' thie time

the aircraft was allnost completely SIlbmerged end indications were that all

USAFSS positiotlll were ruined. After a thorough invsstigation was CODl-

pleted, the salvage crew bsgan the arduous task of removing the aircraft

1'r<lm the river.6
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The salvage operation was finally oompleted on 14 June 1969. All mission

eq)lipment was removed from the aircraft on 15 J'llIle 1969 with the exception

of two preamps whlch were oompletely ruined. The lIlission equipment was

then QhipPed from Ubon to the 6994th Security Squad.rqn on/sbout 17 J\lllll

1969 and the aircraft itself was deolared a oomplete 10s8.

(U) The crew was notified approximately one moment prior to the orash

landing that an emergenoy oondition did eXist and that there would be an

emergenoy landing. The pilot was calm and in com"lete control of the

situation at all timEls. The crew coordinated with the utmost precision

in the sbort time before the impact and the pericd...o£ time after the iIIlpact.

These were possibly the 1II06t important elementQ which prevented more serions

injuries or even the loss of life of any of the crewmambers.

C!l1M!!!2(BERS

362dTElilS: 1st Lt. Simon, A.T. - Pilot

1st Lt. Perry, D.M. - Co-Pilot

1st Lt. Abbes, D.C. - Navigator

SSgt Donaldson, M.E. - Flight Mechanio

]let 2: 69941:lu Sgt Brown,P. _ Senior R~io Operator

Sgt Alter, R.W. - Radio Operator

Sgt Pulley, L.B. - Radio Operator

Sgt Nielson, D.M. - Radio Operater

16
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A.irera:tt Dpage

• On 22 February 1969 an enemy rocket attack cOll8isting of approxi

mately five rollIlds of unknmm caliber ilnpaeted on P1eila:t Air Base and ~-

suIted in minor dlllllaglil to .aireraft 4~-49703. The aircz:4f't was operational

within 24 hours.

• Ileavy thunderstorms accompanied by hail and hiBh wind.s eaused

damage to six aircraft on 21 March 1969. Aircraft 42-00950 and 4;-48959

sustained hsavy dalllllg9l airQrlltt 43-16029 and 43-51l31sustai1lsd llIedi11lll.

dalDllge; and aireraft43-49570 a.trl 43-15979 S\l$tained Q1l.).y lignt a_ga.

Three of the aircraft were operaUona1ly ready within 48 hours, while it

took five dlllY8 to repair 43-16029, six dqs to repair 45-1131, IllId n;iJ:le

d.lqs to repair 43-48959.

• At the beginning of this period aircraft 43-48702 was non-opera.

tional for extensive structural damage whio!l ocetlredon 31 December 1968.

The air=o.£t became operational as far as airframe IllId parts W~ ~n

c:erned on. 23 Mq 1969. At that tilne a decision had been made not to up-

load the aircraft with mission equiplllSnt due to it's scheduled input date

to IRAN at Taiwan on 16 June 1969. This decision was later reversed and

mission equipmEll'lt was ~10aded so calibration tests could be made to

determine if new calibration tapes would be needed pri~ to the air

craft's ilnput date to IRAN. Aircratt 43-48702 new the scheduled Gal-

ibration test fliBht satiefe.ctorily on 13 June 1969 and was downloaded

and departed for IRAN at Taiwan on 14 June 1969.

17
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Special COIIlIlI Test with NKP_At the beginning of this period J\llIlF aupport to Task Force

Alpha (TFA) at Hakhon Pbanom. Thailand (lOO') continued with only a limited

amount of intelligmlce information being passed. air.-to-gt'O\md due to the

groUlld poaition at :HKP capable of operating only in a non-secure lI1ode.

_ On 1 March 1969. the detachment was tasked with the f01'lllal

reporting of results ofsrr:r attempts to contact and of all actual eontlUlts

with NKP for the missions which were nying MACV area one.9 Analysis of

the results for the 1Il0nthof March showed tha.t only 3B percent of the

fixes in area one were paseed air-to-gI'onnd to NKP. In April, the per

centage rose to 65 percent and in~ the pass rate became even higher

with a total of 87 percent being passed to NKP._The extremely low fix pass rate to IIXl' in March and Apr:j.l

seemed to be due to the distance of the aircraft from m, especially

when the aircraft was nying in the northern portion of area one. The

second most attributable factor seElllled to be sll:nrse weather.

_ On 12 MaiY 1969, a message was received frOlll Detachment 3.

6994th Ssouri ty Squadron si;ating that the inseoure air/ground position

had been relocated to a eecm:e area and that speoial intelligenoe oould

be passed to m.lO

_ Due to the great :lJnprovement and satisfactory rElsul:ts in

OOIIlII1unications with NKP fran March through April 1969. the CCIIIIII testing

and speoial reporting was discontinued on 13 MlI\V' 1969.11 At the end of

the period the only probllllll that oontinued to affElot passing of ARDF re

sults to TFA was distanoe and even with this limitation the fix/pass rate

to NIP for the month of June 1969 was 89 plI1:<le1lt.
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Special Cog :rest with USl-Hloe

11III A one d~' ap~cial air-to-ground comrnunicatip~ test between

this deta~nt and US~I-Boe (iiue..l'hu-Bai) W1Ul conducted on 29 January

1969 between misBion aircraft flying in l'iAC'l areas ~ and two a."ld a

jeep mounted :aT-524 radio receiver with a whip antenna, which was locate.d

at the top of Hill lBO•

• :rhe three miseione which flew the areas thRt day had excellent

contact and hearability wiibh tile jeep mounted receiver while contaots

from nomal AlUlF radio at the same times proved negative in ell in

etanoes. 12

- 19
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Special Collection Projects

Sentinel Eagle

_ With the arrival. of the three ~-4N model Mini-Kod ;8

equipped aircraft at Pleiku during this period, the origil!l!ll "Sentinel

Eagle" deployment to Smltheast Asia beclIIIIe complete.l~ Althcrngh the

maintenanoe and familiarization problem areas had been resolved with the

AN/JLR-;5 ARDF system, it was round that the Mini-Mod ~ system was to be

much more unique, specifioally, the VEF ARDF oapability of the system.

A longer familiarization period by personnel operating the equipment was

required prior to a stU'fioient systeill J,'eliability status being obtained.

Sentinel E!!/Ijle Aircraft Arrival Date

43-16029 27 July 1968

4;-49570 24 October 1968

45-1131 1 NovSllibex: 1968

45-1133 21 November 1968 (Lost in Jotion)

42-93704 17 DeoembBJ.' 1968

43-48~9 22 DeoembBJ.' 1968

4:>-39171 (Mini-Mod 38) 2 JanllB.1"Y 1969

43-49208 (~1ini-Mod 38) 1 Maran 1969

43-30130 (Mini-Mod 38) 25 June 1969

20
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1l'dorn Dep1o:tment - 1 tbru 4 January 1969

_ On 1 J enuary 1969 a special ARDF mission was deployed in

support of MACTHAI 8lIlSrgenc:y ARDF requirements within the general vioinity

of Muong Soui (TG79960) and Lima Site 36 (1IR4110). To accomplish thi$

mission 7th A.ir Force diverted an EXl-47 Cambat Couge:e aircraft to 1l'dorn

Air Base, Thailand.. During this project & total of two sorties were

nawn and althOU8h 28 mission hours with 22 ho=s of tillle over targs'!;

(Tar) We:L"8 projected for this deployment, the actual uUssion time only

consisted of 14 hO)lrs, 35 minutes with 11 hours and 15 minirmtes of Tar

be;i.ng aocomplisbed.

_ A recapitulation of results obtained by the detachment air

craft and crew sh(lWed that 31 fues and. 6 cuts Were tllken. The total loea-

t;ions obtained on 4 January (23) was the hi8heet total to be taken on one

d~ by ilBDF aircraft operating in IUlmW: military regions. A brief resume

of the deployment follows I

.. "Due to ICC restrictions impoeed on 2 and 3 January, the

programmed four missions against enemy terDJinals in MACTliAI lllilitary

regions 21. and 2C were 11lllited to only two. Althou,gh reduced to this

number, the results obtained on 1 and 4 Jannary were extremely product;iva.

An additional NVA. terminal was initially located on 4 Janua.ry, adding

again to the ever inoreli\ll;i.ng ttIIIIlber of located enem;y terDJina.ls within

Lacs. The lllission aleo conf;iraed& movement of 100 kilometers South by

an unidentified s$ordinate of the l!lVA Rq Khang Khq.

_ Althou,gh Controlled A1Ileriean Souroe (CAS) understandblT was

not satisfied by the limited amO)lnt of support provided (2~ vice the

projected 4 d~s) it is felt the results obtained dur;ing tl:lis period

21
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satisfied a gre.at majority of their illImediate requi'rBJllents to looa.te enemy

tBJ:lllinals in the vicinity of Mnong Soui snd LilllB. Site ;6.

_ station analysts at USM-7 (Udo:m) were onoe again greatly

appreoiative of the oooperation provided by the baokend crew <:If' tl:Ie mission

airoraft. One of' the operators during this recent lIlission was with the

ARDF llliseion in this erea during period 18 thr11 22 DeclllDber 1968. It is

fe1t tlm't his eXperience. coupled with the elCtBlUlive taGh data and thorough

briefingS provided by analysts at U8M-7 produced the nnuauaJ-l,y lerllll and

productive results of this deplo;yment. '1!his coordination allowed tor the

expeditio\18 reporting of all results that were obtained.l.y.

Udorn Deplo;yment - 23 tp 29 J S!l1!.8.FY 1969

_ On 2; January 1969 aircraft 43-15980 departed Plei~ for

approxilllataly seven dq TIlT to Udorn, Thailand in S\1ppori; of emergene;y

.ARDF reqUirements whioh were generated by" MACTHAI. Three 292Xl and <me

30lXO persQlJIlsl vere all'O dep10yed and missions \fere scU1eduled to be £lawn .

each ds;y from the 25th tb.ru. the 29th of JlllID8r7 1969.

_ AU lllissions were flown as sCUleduled with teohnioa1 support

and reporting being !IOOOIDpliGhed by trSM-7. Results of the deployment were

outstanding with 63 fUss and seven outs being obtai~ during the f'i~

lllissions which were nown. No major problems were enoQUntsred on t.he

deployment and all indications were that MACTHAI and CAS pe~e1 were

satisfied with the resu;Lts. Tlu~ airoraft and crew returned to 1'1eiku
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Operation Rain Dance

• At 0900 hours, 29 Much 1969. one Combat ¢0l1gar Zulu oonfigured

a.irora.ft (42-00950) with f QUJ,' 292Xl morse operators and one bravo main,.

tenanoa technicililll was depl019d frOlll. PIUltu Air :Base to Udorn RTAFll to

fly' five speoial missions in Sltpport of Operation "Rain D8.I1Ce" .16

_ Upon anival at tTdorn the airera.ft and flight orews were met

at the bard/stand b)i' Lt Col Bena of the 3620. TEllS. At 1300 hours the entire

flight crew repcrted to the 4320. Tactical. Reecnnaissanoe Squadron for brief-

ings on Escape !l%lll. Evadon and rules of engagement. After oOlll?letion of

these briefings the navigator (Captain Sawtell) and radio operators (MSgl;

Patterson and SSg!; Daring) were escorted to ths AFSSO Office where !b.bey

were introduced to the AFSSO Offioer and v&.ri011ll CAS personnel. The brief-

ings conducted tbere wersof pri.mary' intsrest to the navigator concerni.llg

area's of fligllt and doppler set pointe. At approx:lJDately 1700 hours local,

the radio operatars wsre driven to USM-7 b1 CAS personnel f(11' an operational

type conference and briefing by USM-7 and CAS personnel. Briefing per-

sonnel were not fUlly awtre of our ID-47 capabilities and limitatiqllfl, bUt

expressed a strong desire to oolleot and reoord voioe cOllllllUIlications of

both BF and VHF in conjunction with cur AllDF effort. They indica,ted that

primary mission for all flights was collection. Missions floVl. would 'be

attempts to cQmPare low level copy from platfoD» collection facilities as

opposed to copy acquired by the ground site at USM-7. Dstacbment personnel

informed USM-7 that they had no linguistaon the crew .wLwere told that

lin,<ll1ists (one 203Xum and one 203XUW) had been requested from the 6990th

Security Squsdron and were expeoted to anive at Udorn the next dq to fly

these missions.
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It was further requested tl1at a 292Xl s8ml,le voico signals on the Zl posi-

tion during tho first misGion. Vcih-7 )TQvided technical datE and magnatic

tapes to accomplish the requested operation lind the cre.w was retl,U'ned to

",",,'SSO at Udorn at 1900 hO\J~s to leave the cll'.SSifioed pOlch in a secure area..

Hotel reserva.t.ions had been made for the crew at the Cha,roon liotel.

_ The first mission aborted. after three hours. 'rwo cuts, 26

minutes of low level morae ,'~d one reel of ~undom HI' voice was obtained.

At the debriefing, USN-? el<p:r;esse.d ""xt],'eme interest in the low le'ITel lllQrse

traffic that was inter::epted 9)'.<1 s.tresaed " desire for fu:;'1;her oopY !lPd

fixes on the rllorse tnrJf, te..
•

• U.oon return to the ';'1''5,,0 Cfficeit was found th"t three linguists

h8.d. ?rrived. One 20371HD, S3Ct (;rvUle G. Johnson, and two 20331HU's Sgt.s

Robert L. Dilwith ,.nd Danny W. JJfirber. The two I-,U 203Xl personr.el h"d not

completed their required briefing" and were not eligible to ny until 1

"pril 1969. Detoe"hmer,t personnel were again briefed !'.t .ti'SGO along with

ssgt J ohneon on desired voice targets.

_ On the first four missions of the five scheduled, the crew flew

South of the ¥DJ (PLdn Des Jarree) working 29 targets. fixing 14 and

obtaininc cute cn nine. (;n the fifth p..nd final Dission the"r~w flew

Iiorth of the J.'".JJ and worked 23 t'lXgets, fiXing 14. and obtaining cuts on

six. ?wo of the fixes were on the low level tar;;ets wentioned above and

were fixed "ithin a 1000 meter radillil. :n "ddition, there were over three

hours of !tiorse low level copy and 28 lnin\ltee of HD !IF voice recorded. All

morse intercept WaS Vietnamest! th""e fieure 'IDd waS considered unique in-

t~rcept. The first four missions were flO'."71 under IFH. l<!ith positive ~adar

control. The aircraft and crew returned to J?leiku on .; ,',pril 1969.17
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CI'!!!!!!AndO Forge ,8

_ In December 1968 CINCPAC stated requiremente to JCS for AllDF

S1IpDort to Task Follce Alpha. (TFA.) , CAS Vientiane and Igloo 'White.

_ Although formal tasking had not been received, USAFSS :prepa:l!ed

guidelines for all organizations im'olved for the "Canrnando Forge" deploy-

ment of three ARDF aircraft am. personnel resources to Na.khon Ph!UlOlll,

Thailand (NKP).

_ After extensive ooordination the detachment was tesked with

providing thl."ee 203](00 pereorml!l119 lllld two 29211 pereorme120 to c'lElPloy b

support of the projeot. l'e:r:sonnel experienced within the area of operatiCll1

were then Seleoted and prepared to be mission reedy at NKP within five d~

after notification of the deplo;yJllent. 21

_COlllllandOForge waa implemented on 4 April 196922 with the

6994th Security Squadron deploying the first aircra.ft and crew to NIl' on 6

April 1969 for tile first expected mission on8 April 1969. Detaciule at re-

sources were not imIIlediately needed and the first detnchment personnel de-

ploying were 29211 personnel who de"erted for NKP on 9 April 1969 followed

by 203100 penOllll8l who departed for NIl' on 15 April 1969. !.l.so, on 19

April 1969 Combat. Cougar Zulu ,.ircra.rt 44-77254 deployed to NKP in support

of the project lllld remained there for two weeks.

_ In June 1969 the three 203X1M1l personnel wllo pB:!."tioipated in

the original deployment were replaced by three other 203100 personnel who

were released for PeS with PeA to NKP. By the end of the period a new TDY

rotation program had also been initiated for detaabment 292X1 personnel who

were still supporting the original COlIIIlIal1do Forge deploylllent. This progrl1illl

permitted these personnel to return to the detaobment to indoctrinate and

flllDiliarize other 292X1 pereOln'lel who would be su

a 30 day basis.
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AN/.ALR-3B JIlipi -Mod

_ Satisfaction of MACV/PACJF requh'emente for a VIlF AJ':lDF Cfll\l!.

bility to the COIllbat COugllr23 platform was &OCOl!lPlished with the addition

of three Mini-Mod AN/.ALR-;8 Sentinel Eagle aircraft to the detachment's

resourses.

_ The f'irst Sentinel Eagle Mini-Mod ;8 aircraft (4;-;9771)

arrived at l'leiku Air Base on 2 Janu,ary 1969 and was non-operationally

assigned. The first cibjeotive reql!:1rEld '(as for the (ietaohment to acccm-

pUsh equipment check flights. llowever. grow:lll. maintenance on the aircraft

and. minor mission equipment problem (oomputor and calibration tape) del~ed

this time all mission equiplllent and aircraft BY$tems funotioned s.atisfaotor;l;ly.

The aircrai't was considered operational ready and started flying it'ssohe-

duled missions.

_ The $BeOM Sentinel Eagle Mini-Mod ;a airorai't (4;-49208)

arrived on 1 l'jarch 1969 and was also non-operationally assigned. Due to the

extensive knowledge and experience gained from some of' the minor problems

areas wh~ch were encountered "lith aircraf't 771. the amolUlt of time required

to brin6' aircrai't 208 to an operational ready statul3 wssgt"eatl;r redpoed.

On 9 March 1969. aircraft 208 tlel{ a scheduled mission wi.-til no preble$S

being enoountered and was CLeclarsd operational ready.

_ The introductory and f8llliliarization period for the f'irst two

Mini-Mod aircraft took lo~ than expeoted ,cue to the system being "h'
tuaJ.ly lUltested prior to it's arrival at Pleiku, Howevsr. two Sanders

Assooiation technioal "epresentatives were on hand during the entire period

to provide maintenance support and. were a gl:eat asset :j.:l. setting the progrllll

under wfi/N.
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_ The third Sentinel Eagle Mini-Mod 38 aircraft (43--30730) <ii<i

not arrive a.t Pleikn Air Base until 25 June 1969. A mission equi]>lllent check

niBbt was now on 29 June 1969 S:Id ~l mission positions f!J1lcthned pxo

perly. Although tile airoraft was declared operational as far as the mis&J.on

equi)llllGnt WIlS concerneO., it was gL'ounded tile same date far an engine .nhenge

S:Id at tile end of this period tile aircraft was on a WOOS stattl.s for pt\l:'ts

nee<ied to perf= the necesS!U'Y IIl&intenance.

_ Due to tbl'tsstand eval"a.tion pb.ese of tI:\& S$ntil:!81lllagle

Mini-Mod 38 system being performed at Pleikll IUlder combat cooditiona, ori~

ginaJ. reeults of the MiniooMod }S system were cOW!idered un£avcral>le. BOw-

ever, several modifications wers performed on tile system and by the end of

this reporting period vsr:r few problems were being encClWltered by mission

maintenance personnel. 24

• The field of VIlF COMINT collection and VHF ARDF was virtua.lJ.;v

"opened up" rita tJ1.s initi$l introduction of the AIl/" }S Mini.-Mod e;rstem

to Vietnam. This progL'am b.as become an extreJllely valuable resource in the

USAFSS mission in SQtltheallt Asia. Psrf~ce data. for the sys.telR £rollI 1

Marcil 1969 tbru ;0 June 1969 is as followss

~

BF targets worked - 163

BF targets fixed - 80

April

BF targets worked - 241

1lF targets fixed - 134

BF targets cut - 25 1lF targets cut - 44

V1lF targets worked- 34

VHF targete fixed - 5

VHF ta:t'gets cut - 10

VHF targets warked-3l

VHF targets fixed - 9

V1lF targets cut - 11
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HI!' targets worked - 236

HF targets fixed - 129

~

HI!' targets ~ked - 326

Hl!' targets fixed - 182

- 38 - 79

VHF targets worked- 25

VHF targets tixad - 14

VHF targets work8d - 1,8

VHF targets tixed - ,6

VIiF targets cut - 00 VHF targets out - 31

Mission Accomplishments

_ Al'IDF bas p1,a.:1ed a very prominent role in the p1lU'lning ot

Allied operations against l!IVA{Vo forces in the XXIV Corps atea ot opera

tions. lot General Stillwell, the eX-COlIllliandfilr ot XXIV Corps, bsfQre

starting en:$" major operation consulted the speoiaJ. intelligence brenob

at his headquarters in order to gain information on the la.test JRDF fixes

in the ate". ot question.

_ Most major operations that have been oonducted during this

period in the nrv Corps area m.:ve been done So either in part or whollY

on information made available by various ARDF fues. llome of the ol'era-

tiona the detacbmeil't; parlioipated in and specifio feedbaok from two ot

these operations (A.pache Snow and Operation Utah Mesa) is listed below:

Operation Pnryle Martin

Operation Montana llauler

Operation Bristol Boots

Operation MasslI.Ohusetts Striker

Operation Apache Snow

Task Force Remaein

Operation Main Oraig

Operation Virginia Ridge

Operation HerkiJner Mountain

Operation Cameron FaJ.ls

Operation Utah Mesa
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----------_._--

Operati!j!! Apacbe Snw
~~his operation was conduoted by the 3rd ARm Regiment, the 1.01.at

lIirborne D.iviBion and the 9th Marine Regiment, from the period 10 Me.1 thru.

7 June 1969. ~acbe Snow WaB an eight battalion operation combined to

seek.-OI1t and destrot units in North-Central A Shall Valley and border areas•

• On 8 }i!py the 3rd ARW Regiment combat aBsaulted Landing Zone lIrad17

(ID278123) in preparation for the operation•

• A1lDP lDissions 902 lllJd902D new suppart for this operat;Lon allli

1:.bru fiX and oollection data. f'llrDished b7 our platforms, f= Irrc. i..;.gIIt m

strikes were flown on 9 Ma;y 1%9. !hess strikes were direoted in the area.

of Landing Zone PenDSYlvania (1D216094) and Fire Support Base Turnage

(ID245090).

_ On 10 May 1969, the 101st Airbonlll Divis.i.on opened the operatioo

by combat aBSualting various ]anding zones in the tactical area of operatioos.

b 9th Marins Regiment OOClqlied Fire Su.pparl Base Erskine to re-enforce the

101st Airborne DiviB.ion lllld the 3rd ARW Reg:l.m!ll1t and to deter e. possible

withdrawal by eD.eII\f units•

..b 9th I!s.rines participation in the operation teminate<lon 31

Ma;y 1969 s.s they relooa,ted nortbward to p=sue the 57th Re~t, 304th.

Division, in Operation Cameron Falls and later on in Operat:iol1 Utah Mesa.

• Operation ApaoheSnow inCluded the 10 dq sej.ge of ltill 937

(Hamburger HU1) and resulted in over 600 enem;y xu. Enemy oaaauJ.ties

were identified as elelll8nts of the 8th lIettalion, 29th Regiment, and possible

elelllents of the 7th lIettalion of the 29th ReEPmsnt. !rhis regiment bas been

:rendered combat ineffeotive as s. result of this operation. hiendly casualties

during the battle of Hill 9;7 was listed as 55 xu a.nd apprllX1Jlls.tell }07 wu..

ec47.com



• T!iDgible contributions to the Qperation b;)' this uni.t included 77

fixee in the immediate area of operations and n~r01.lS 9rQduct reports being

issued as a result of perishable intelligence intercepted by both voioe and

morae operators. l!'ix 321d collection dat.a is not avaj,lable for the period

prior to the start of the operet.icn, however, e review of in-house statistics

indiCate a large volllllle of fix and collection data being l'urnished to alli",d

Unite. Experience hac suggested that .-RDF is the prime eource of intslligenoe

in thie aI.'Sa due to the r.,mot.e location and inacoessable terrain.

OJSrat1on Uta!! Hesa

.. Uperat10n Utah Hesa was conducted by Joint Task Foree Go.ladalcanal

which waa a joint Arm:t. l-larine, and ARITIi task group. This operation took

plaoo from 12 June thru 7 July 1969 and had as it's .aim the deetruction Of

the 57th i~g:iJnOlnt of the NVA 304th Division and it's associates. Also to

,interdiot supply routes and to disLupt eneJ».Y activit.\' dL'O"Soted against allied:

foress.

_ Initiation of the opention was due pri.carily to SIG!NT in

whicll ARllF was a prominent fa",tor. 'tllroughout the COursOl of the actiQll,

AllDl!' oontinued to pla,y an :iJnportant part in determinillg the t"otical mO'1"'S

cf the task f orcee. At the close of the operatiQn airborne SIGlJl'.I.' cover

of the withdrawl,ng co11Jlllll waS accomplished for th~ first t:iJne in the his-

tory of SIGTI<T.

_ Since early i)ecember 1968, 101hen the 304th Division initiated

plans for southerly redep10,ynent, a. coordinated: lilI(}lllT effQrt has been

maintained to keep a constant surveil~anoe on the division's movements

and intent.

30
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• In Deoember 1968, seve:eal interesting ooouranOGs rel~tillg to

the 304th Division were observed. On 6 Deoember, a new colllllunioations

comp Lex serving the divi!!ion was observed uDler tile control of' t):l.e de-

ta.ched element. One weekllater, the traditional traffic p8SS~ conmuni-

os.tiona f'aoilit;y w!:lich serfed t):l.e di'Vision becl!lll9 inactive. At the same

time the headqua:rters assumed control of' the new oomnunioations canplex

with the detached element. Moreover, the message vo11llllll of' division head-

quarters inareaaeil to llIorS thal1 ~OG thst noted il:I 'flClVelll])er.

~ 24 December, all oivil correspondence emanating !'ran the304th

Division ceased. Action of this nature .is usually indioative of and alwqs

oou"!'led with periods of relooation by !:lish eohelon NT! units. By the em of'

the month Medium Range DireCtion Finding (MRDF) provided evidence that the

division was in fli<lt relooat~. Although only tenous at that t1llle, MRDF

did provide the intelligence OOlIIIlIunity with one ilIlportant fsot; the NT!

304th Division was S€Sin movillg toward South Vietnam._While MIlDF locations d\1ring early Jam:aery continued to indicate

a steady souti1e=ly deplo_nt by the division heedquarters and it's sub-

ordinltte regill:onte, airhome oolleotion ]lla.tfo;DllS oonf'il:med this mQvement.

Rear servioe messages of 1 and 8 JlllI\l.8,ry intercepted from our platforms

indica.ted that elements of the diVision had rea.ebed Quatld Binb. Province,

North Vietnam. By lIIid-Janus,ry all major eleli1ents of' the division had been

tenuously located in the general Dong Hoi area.. Once reaching the Dong

Hoi vioinity the division apparentlY oeased a.ll movement and stabilized

it's communications. However, d\1ring Febl.'UllJ:'Y and March indioll.tic>us of'
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movement and unusual cOllllllUIlioationa activity aga.in beoame apPaJ:>eI:lt. :By

April ARDF Md traced tbe deploo1ilent of the detached element and 57th

Regiment as well as some minor 304th elements into Laos, and more im-

portan't, into an area directly adjacent to Khe Sanh. Just prior to this

final deplQ1lllllDt tactical (lOJIDIIUIlications we~e est&blished by elem&nts of

the 504th Division.

• 'Undoubtedly tbe oolleotio-n of tnese eaomunications during

April and etl3:'13 !'Ia;y. led to OperatiOlU! C_ron Falls and Utah Mesa.. Air

borne intercept prOVided insigtlt into tile di~etidll, of mcv$IIlent and. intent

of tile 57th Regiment and elements of the NYA 304th Division. Airborne

intercept also furnisned infomation as to the soope and intentiOlU! of

the 304th Division that WOllld nave otherwise been unavailabls to the

SIGINT oommunity.

_ cnly d!l3'l after Operation Apaohe Snow was initiated in tile

A Snau Valley region ABDF reflected tbe movement of the 57th Regiment

into South Vietnem, confirming previous SIGINT inf01'lllation noted as·lli\1Cb.

as a montn before. Tne former c(lllllllflT!ding general of XXIV c()rpe, Lt

General Stillwell, requellted positive proof that the 57th RegilDent W8l3 in

fact located in the Ebe Sann area. On receiving the evidence, tbe c()m-

mending General deployed the 9th Narine aegi:ment, 3rd Di",ision from the

A Shan area (Operation Apache Snow) to the Khe Sanh region to COIIIIllence

Operation Cemeron Falls. Soon af'ter, and again b8l3Sd almost totally Upon

SIGDIT, elements of the 5tn Meohanized Infantry wer~ sent into the ssme

araa. to initiate Operation Utsn Mesa.

.. On 12 June, Joint Task Force Guadalcanal was COIIIIllitted to

Operation Utah Mesa being conducted in the area from Vandergrift oombat

base West to 1:tle Khe Sanh plains. The entire operation was based on SIGDIT
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and h.ter, baoked by oollateral reports and allied oontacts with elements

of the 304th NVA Division in the general Khe Sanh area. TheKhe Sanh area

has long been an infiltration route and a major link forforces in the

Northern I Corps area. The primary responsibility of the Task Force Group

WaS to find <U>,d destroy the 57th Regiment of the J04th IJ,ivisionl to inter.

diot supply routesl and to disrupt enemy activit3 directed aga;i.nllt allied

forces.

_ the joint ~, 1'!a;rine, and AlMI ta,*, group oonsisted elf

a I!lU1ti~batta.1ion force with supporting artlllel:1, engineel:' and e.ttnor

un!ta. };Q:reover., in direct BUP~rt of the ope;rati ons Was a team from the

407th Radio Research lJetachIJent. 'I.'he toeJ!l consisted of the detachment. s

entire inte;rcept capabilit.'f and was deplo,yed with the ~OlWland element of

the joint task force. 20 persor~£l manning three ~ual mo~se positions,

one 10li level voice position, andone cOl'mun5,oationsi'acility were cOQiJnit

ted for the operation. The team's mission was to fUlly exploit both

mallual morse and voice communications emanating from the gerteral Rile SaM

area and to provide the supported command with tiIael;r intelligence and ...1lD.F

data•

..An AlIDl1' fix on 21 June indicated that the Hq, 57th Reailnent

had relocated frOlll XJJ98 JO to Jm'l933.

_ On 22 JUllC the t"",k force cOl<lLlalld elelllent relocated to FSll

Tenarnu (50028350). Concurrent with the move, tactical voice drastically

increased. During the period 23 - 26 June a total of 1128 minutes of 304th

lJivision related traffic was btercepted. '~he tra.ffic consisted primarily
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~ On 27 June the oomaand element at Tenarnu was attao~d by

elements or t~ 57th NVA Regiment resulting in 3 KIA, 16 WIA, and 1 POW.

Prior to the attack nearly all interoept had consisted or enorypted text.

During the attack the rirst pcaintext trarfio was intercepted. Interce~ots

consisted or tactical actions being taken by the enemy, his movement, and

directions in which he was traveling. An ARVN linguist attaohed to the

detachment of the command element intercepted and gg;ve the engliSh trans~

lation. The inrormation "as copied in long hand and "within seconds· was

in the ha.Dd of t~ tactioal oommander.

_ On 26 June ARDF proVided a n.x on the 57th Regimental Head

quarters within 350 meters of XD879341. Within minutes air strikes and

artillery were plaoed on the target area. At 1515H the 57th Regiment in_

dioated .through morse procedures that it was in a oritioal situB,Uotl,

UDder attack and about to relocate. A oompllllY of the 3J:d :Battalion, 9th

Regiment was inserted into the area and found bunker oomplexes, equipment,

and bodies so badly DIIltilated so as to prevent an acaurate body 00lml;.

• From 28 - 30 June voice oOllllllUllioatious continued to refleCt

reoonnaissance, situation reports. and supply aotivities. However, on

30 June enemy commuhioations reflected foreknowledge of the terminatio,n

of Utah Hesa on 2 July and planned to attack berore they departed. Utah

Mosa was extended to 7 July b!lSed on continued. indioations of enell\1 pre-

senoe in the area and NVA foreknowledge of the termination of the eX!!x-

eise.
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Operational Statistics

The following operational statistics reflect the detaahments effectiveness during this reporting

pl3riod. 25

l!l1 !!!!!. !!& !PJ;. ~ ~ Totals

Missions Tssked - 340 287 355 315 326 313 1936
}tissions Completed _ 337 273 331 296 305 263 1805

Sorties - 455 3'71 375 417 515 454 2587
Total Hours Flown - 239·5.3 1864.8 2123.5 1981.6 2013.9 1642.6 12021.7

Total Targets - ;282 3150 3982 2878 2639 2099 18030

"'" Total Fixes - 2085 2092 2655 1846 1694 1292 11664VI

Total Cuts - 459 467 628 498 410 3115 2837
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CH4.PJlfjR III

PHOOESSIliG AlID REPOR'l'IlfG

Processing

_The prooessixlg effort in the Urst portion of th1B period

was very limited due to a lack c£ teehnical docnmen1;e and .8 8"!neral under-

standing that the CMAls and the ASJC did not wish the aviation units to per-

forn identification analysis of DF targets. };owever. in Maron 1969, a

message was received from USA,FSS directing COll1lllell4 unite to analyze and

identify our targets in depth. The 6994th Security Squadron ga;<re assistance

by sending an analyst TDY to th1B detachment to ass6st in !nlilding a data

base. However, IIlOSt of the guidelines and techniques were established

locally by sending one analyst to the }30th RRC (W14-604) and a;'lcther to

the 8th, RRF5 (WM-808) for coordination and eon'lillation of identification

data. Procedures used by the CMAswere also st\ld~

_During April the anaJ.ytical effort which had been split into

two separate sections. airborne analysis and ground analysis, combined into

a single section under the direetion of 202XO personnel. The exploitable

traffic was then processed by 202XOs instead of 292X1 personnel. Al1S per

sonnel who had been required to work night shifts in addition to airborne

duties were enable to return to flights with the analysb personnel perf=~

1ng the duties 'they had performed.

Implementation of Scatback Cwr1er PrOBr!ll!l

_ In May the Scatback Courier l'rogralIl was initiated. Raw traffi(...

not delivered to WM-808 by scheduled Ops steps, and other classified mater-
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ials wjJ:e pillked up daily and flown to Da Nang for delive:t:y to the CliA at

HUI3-Phu..}lai. This provided greater proteation for the matet1al and a better

means of delivery an a regular basis.

ReOort'ng

Advisorl Report

In JWl'l the analytical section 1nitiated an ARIli' M1Beion Advisc:t:y

Report which is addressed 1>0 the ACC and the <me. This report advitJes t~

addressees of ~ dela,ys ill the departure of flights and allII cl.:rotIlllStal'lcell tha1:

will require .a caneellation or frag <>hange. The report includes the missiQl!,

fragged time OVer 1>arget, circumstances requirtng the J:eport to be made, and

the est1mated time in-oamn1ssion of the aircraft with the 8stillls.ted time of

departure if known.

Feedbagk Pr08±l!l!l

_The feedbaok prograll1 initiated in late 1968 oontinued

throughout th~ period and was the responsibility of a TSgt 292X1 who compiled

statistics bll.!led on reporte from the .Americal Division, 81>h Re,c.io Research

Field Station, 509th Radio Research Group., XXIV COrPEl Rq, an.<! $SO fJAOV.

Translations of exploitabll3 Morse and voice traffic, reactions of vaxious

Allied units to ARDF fixes obtained by our operators, ~ACaEI'ts, and o1>her

intelligenoe reporting vehioles pranpted by our reports, and int.ercept, plus

all laudatory and congratulatory communications froo other units ma.de up the

bulk of the feedback.

In connection ~'ith the program, TDY visits to the ~~Oth RHO, 8th RP.F5.

PElrsonnel on a recurring basis to brief per80nnel on operations that had

taken plece and the role ()\IX personnel had fult'illed in the success of the

ec47.com



operations. Plans vere made for an expanded program for the next period.

Interservice Coordination

_ In Januar;r and again in }la,y representatives frOlll the reportillf:!:

section attended quarterly cMA/AIfD}' oonferences held at the 8th llRfS at liue

Phu-Ba!. In tlE!%'Ch two NCO's paid a Visit to the '30thRRC to give briefings

on this unit's mission end to c·oordinate with analysts on various problems

encounltered ir. the AlUJF prOgrams. 1'hree other vhite durins the peri¢ ","re

made by personnel to coordinate efforts and discuss mutual prQbleJ:ls, Visits

"'ere also made to the 8th RliFS to oondtl,ot briefings and to coordinate eUarts.

In return, analysts from both the 330th RRC and the 8th RRFS visited our Ojlera-

tions to observe the ARDF pr9gr/llll and to give and receive assistanoe. Asa

result of the visits, many minor problems have tleen solved without the neC-

ESSity of going through offioial channels. i.lso, a good worlting relationsbijl

has resulted betve.en the detaohment and our direot oonsumers.

DVRMIS

_ On 15 February 1969, the Daily Unit H,esoJUCe }'uulagement Informa

tion Summary (Dum:IS) IU1derwent a. major i'oxmat ohange to provide stsndlU'dized

reporting and to incarp01'ateapplicable existing \lSAFSS resources management

principles and procedures established in USA,FS5 Manual 200-4. Fonnatting was

simplified and g:vouped to facilitate staff readability/review and i'uturs

rlE.chine processing. 1

Initial reporting and utilizaticn of the new format seemed difficult hut

was soon found to be IlDJ.ch easier. Word was received from USAFSS on 12 ~;arcl1.

1969 that the overall AHDF Durmis reporting fomats had been exoellent. 2
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ACC

AFLC

Al'SC

AlIDF

lJiVN

CAS

ClNCPAO

C~ltI.

COMUS!'r.a.cv

CSAi'

D~lli

Dau

EC-47Q

FSB

IFR

Il1AN

JCS

GLWSm

A

.ARDF Coordination Center

.u.r Force Logistios COOIllB.lld

Air Force .Systems Canmond

,\irl>orne Radio l>ireoticn Finding

Amy of the Republio of Vietnam

2.

Controlled Amerio~ Source

COOlIlllUlder in Chief t Paoific

Collection Nanagement Authority

CCXllCander. U.S. ~lilitary Assistanoe COOlIlllUld. Vietn8lll

Chief of Stai.'f of the Air Foree

!!.

Demilitarized Zone

Direot Support Unit

00-47 Model Aircrai.'t with R-2000 Ellgines

I

F1re,'3upport Bs.$Et

1-

Instrument Flight Rules

Inspect end Repair as Needed

i!..
J oint Chiefs of Staif
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KIA

KYK-5

HACTHAI

MACV

MB 2O}X1

MD 20}X1

MIA

NKP

NOBS

l.'VA

PAW

PeA

PDJ

RRC

RTAFB

Killed in Aotion

Secure Voice CanmunicatiOlls Bl.ack Box Equipment

Military Assistanoe ClllDlDalld, Thailand

.iilitar~ "'asistance Canmand, VietnaDl

Chinese I.inguist

Vietnamese I,inguist

MissiD8 in Action

Miniature Model (In reference to the ANIALR-38 Miniool!od
COillputaL"ililed System)

Medium Ra.nge Direction Finding

Laotina IdnguiSt

!
NakhOll Ph""CIll, Thailand

NOI1..()peratiOllal for Su.ppl,y

North Vietnamese ArtIJy (Same as PAVN)

!

Peoples An>,y Vietnam (Same as N'lA)

Pel.'l!l/lXl$nt Change of Address

Plain Des Jarres

Radio Re_arch ComPln.Y

P~dio Research Field Station

Radio Research Group

Royal Thai Air Force Base
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SAR

TEWS

TFA

Tar

"X"

"y"

HZ"

1!
Search and Rescue Operations

1
Tactica.l Electronic Warfare Squadron

Task Force Alpha

Time over Target

V

Viet <rong

~

Wounded in Action

!

AN ALR-34/35-38 Console

y

Search!Aoquisition Podtion

!
Colleotion Position
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!!SU!
C!W"l!. I

1~' MlCV Direotive 381-23, 1 Apr 'f.
2. tBAFSS__ messaae D'rG291425Z Hq 69 (Doownent 1).

CHAP'l'm II

1. tBAPSSIll' 69-4-11.

2. tlSJJ'SS Progr-.cl jcUcn Directive 68-8 (ChsnBe S) Oct 611.

3. Det 2, 6994th Set,y Sq AIR 1-69 1»11 051:!!02Z J'e'b 69 (Doc_rl.t 2)~

4. 6994th Sot,y Sq messaae :MG09fJot5Z J'eb 6,..

5. 6994th sc.v Sq_ss. D'rG170745Z MaiY 69 (DOOllIIIGDt 3);'

6. Det 2, 6994th SctT Sq AIR 2-69 D'rG 070835ZJ\1D. 69 (ll_t 4).

7. Sth TJe Jl'tr Wg 1'feasage D'rG 081S00a J\1D. 69 (Doaament 5).

8. Pollow"'1%p AIR 2-69 D'rG 080745Z J\1D. 69 (DOO\llIlSJ1t 6).

9. 69'4tl:1 Sot,y Sq IIlIlSsaae D'rG 01065QZ :lI&'t' 69 (DOQUIIlElllt 7).

10. Det 3, 6994th SetT Sq message DTG 120246Z Ma.Y 69 (DOO'IlIIlent 8).

11. 6994th Sety- Sq IIIllssage D'rG H0235Z !'lav 69 (DOO\lllISIlt 9).

12. WM-808 IAPVJIPS/.AJII! I1fG 190930Z J!Ul 69.

13. 1lSJli'SS Programaed Action DmctiTe 68-8 (Change S) Oot 68..

'4. 7th RIllS~ of Special .w>J' Hissicn dated S Jan 6'J~'

'5. Ops COlIIlIlOS Lt Stuarl am. SMSgt; Seals Det 2, 6994th SctT Sq with Sgt
Malone 6994 Sev Sq.

16. Det 2, 6994th Soty- Sq DlJR!llIS 23 through 29 Jan 69 aDd 6994th Sot,y
Sq DllIlMIS for s_ dates.

'7. 6994th Sot,y Sq Ill8Ssaae 070432Z Apr 69.

1S. tB.6FSS Progrllllllll8d .lotion Directive 69-1, ~ 69.
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19. 6994th So. Sq IIes.age 1)'.I!G 190645% Jm 69.

20. 6994th Sc1;rSq E1es2!&g'e17.l!G 07Q706Z Feb 69.

21. 6922nd SC1;r 'fig _$B. 1)'.I!G 080455Z Apr 69.

22. USA!'SsjCIIC message DTG 042330Z Apr 6,.

23. US.AFSS Pro~ Action Direoti'Ve 68~ (C1lange 8) Oct 68.

Z4. Detachment 2, Histor;r (S8e--lfateri8l).

25. All figures tor OpsSctati2!tios deriTed~ Det 2, 6994thScV SCi
DtlRXIS period 1 JtIl1 69 thrOugh 30 J'Ime 196'~'

1t!!AP'!'. m

1. USAJ'ssiJ,'MD/fHA./fEJ> message .!1lG 282003:& Jan 69.

2. tlSD5S)rJm,A'!!'AllllsSsage ll'J!G 1219583 HE 61;

1. Det 2, 6994 So1;Jr Sq DllDIS

2. Det 2, 6994 llot;y Sq EV POsition Ststus Report

.3. U'SA!'SSIl' 69-4-11.

4. USA!'SS Progr-.l .Action Direoti've 68-8 (Change a) Oct 68.

5. US&ISS Prosr-a. Action Direotive 69-1 Mar 69.

6. Det 2, 6994 Sctr SCJ;. History for period 1 Jul 68 1ibr11 31 Deo 68.
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'1.:D.~J.U4~u.L...:~~
1. THE FOLLOW IN:;
""E VAOE.
A. SECT10N 11' FtlRA , IN BOTH OPINS ~1Il6? AND ~-;6"'.
DELETE ENTIRE PA~A.

REASO~I ALL PERSONNEL FOR Ace CO~€ UNDER THE VOL or THE
699~S~
B. SECT'O~ VI PAR. 1C ("(~) OF OPINS ~6'2. CHA".x::E ~·~TH
ASA COMPANY TO REAn ~~0TH RADIO RES~AR~H ~~~A~Y.
REASONr ~SA IS NOT ,~ AuTHORIZED uNIT DESIGNATOR IN ~v~.
C. SECTION VI PARA 10 IN BOTH OPI~S ~'562 AND ~~~'1. O~ ..
LETE t.~'RE PARA I\~ liSE SA\fE REPORTI'l: fuNCTION AS
OPINS ~~6,. R~F OUR OPS '1280~.
REASO~I SAME AS STATED 1N O(~ OPS 112~0~
2. NO OTHE~ COMt.AE"ITS ON SlJ'3JECT OOCU~NTS.

1~P.I

~lC00'IIPRIORITYII

SSl\! ~'56
12e~ 1~Z

F\l "6994 SCTYSQ
TO O~T 1, 699bSCTYSO
OET 2, 699hSCTYSn
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$UeJ: ~4iQiHL';i. (SFtCiAL MAN)l PIC
AE QU ,REli. E AfR 12 7- ).
1. E 0·4'7 SI N 43-49547 5A'SEO AT A..E I KU ~ ASt-EO ON TAKE: OFf FCLL ~'d NG
FLEL STOP n lj60~J AfL8 THfdLA--o, AT· 61L)1Z r/ JUJ'£ 9. CAUSE cr CRASH
UNK~Hr~ N AT 1 11tS TIME. t.t CJTP-ti HAS6,PPC I NItCi BOARD TO HNE IT I GUE.
PllCf STATES Ng" o;\( £1>4CI\E LOsr PQ\EH JUST AT GEAR-UP POINT AFTC"
TAKE-OFf A?.fJ QrLY ~~j I~'C!'£S ""A~HFQ(i FRESSLRE A~JA1LA8LS Cf~ ;'!BE L',u
E~CI~~. A1£\ ~A IT (R AS~D 114 R JVEf.( APA~ OX I~~AT CL Y O~.E Ai\[~ Q~,r: HAL F
MILES OFF E.~J OF RtJ\"'IAY. AIHffiAfT ReSTING iN APPARE~ GEAH J(~\~'~
pcstTlc~ 1"J?TU 9 rtET OF WATEK. PILOT Su:rr'd~D ~I&HT C'.JT ON
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f1J

FOLWlJUP NR 2 AND FI1'4AL TO MY AIR 2-69. DTG: (n/(J835Z•

1. ALL CRE\-ll1EHBeRS RElEASED FRON HOSPITAL AFTER OVERNIGR'l' OBSERVA-

TION. INJURIES NEGLIGIBlE. BASE \,-47 DEPARTED AT ;t/2JJ2Z (¢'712

lOCAL) THIS A.M. FOR UooN CARRtING T~O OF OUR MADITEttANCE TECHNICIANS.

DURATION OF THEIR STAY AT UBOl~ UNKNOWN AS SALVAGE OPERilTIONS WILL 1£

DIli'FICULT STIiCE BACK ERD OF AIRCRAFT NOW COHPLETELY SUOORGED. AISO,

DO NOT Kl'iO'.~ HOW LCl-JG IT WIlL IE OO"ORE ACFr U~VESTIG/~TING TElJ.1 WILL

Ar..r.a.I RECOVKRY. AIm ~J.l0VliL OF USAFSS C:QunMENT. WILL ADVISE VIA

SEPARATE Y.ES3AGE ON nrRTHER PROGRESS OF SALVAGE OPERATIONS. CREW

11El-\BE;RS A;J) ALL CI..ASSIFIED HATERIALS RETUlmED TO PLEW ON RETURN

OF MSE f:-4,7 wHICH LANDED AT ;8/'/fl'/J'lfl (15~ LOCAL).
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